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Community

Woman donates 1989
Cadillac to Free To Be
n Coon Rapids repair shop which donated
services had been tuning up car for 13 years
by Sue Austreng
Staff writer

Since the year 2000,
Evelyn Peterson and her
husband drove a 1989
Cadillac DeVille. They
could always count on
that DeVille for a smooth
ride, safely carrying them
to their destination and
home again.

After her husband’s
death last year, Evelyn
thought maybe the car
could serve another fam-
ily as well as it had served
them. And so, knowing it
would go to a local family
in need, she donated the
DeVille to Free To Be, Inc.

The non-profit orga-
nization assists Anoka
County residents who are
challenged with transpor-
tation issues.

It happily received the
Cadillac and called Coon
Rapids Service (one of
more than a dozen local

car shops donating ser-
vice and labor to Free To
Be, Inc.) to give it a good
look-over and tune-up be-
fore offering it to a family
in need.

Turns out, Coon Rap-
ids Service already knew
that DeVille inside and
out – Evelyn and her hus-
band had brought the Ca-
dillac to the service station
for regular check-ups and
maintenance during the 13
years they owned the car.

“We were really excited
to do this since we know

this car,” Coon Rapids
Service owner Chuck Szaf-
larski said Sept. 19, the
day the car was presented
to Debbie Carlson of
Blaine.

And Carlson was
equally thrilled to receive
the car.

“This car is beautiful.
It will help us out so much
to have it. We are so grate-
ful,” Carlson said.

Peterson and Szaflarski
presented Carlson with
the keys to the car as Free
To Be, Inc. Executive Di-
rector Jim Huff witnessed
the Sept. 19 exchange at
Coon Rapids Service.

In the weeks before the
keys were presented the
service station replaced
wiper blades, struts and
drive shaft, put on a new
set of tires and filled the
tank with gas.

Coon Rapids Service
donated the labor, NAPA
donated the parts and Per-
fect 10 of Blaine detailed

the DeVille at no cost.
“It’s a collaborative ef-

fort involving donations
from many people: Coon
Rapids Service, NAPA,
Perfect 10, and, of course,
Evelyn,” said Huff.

“We’re so grateful to
be able to do what we do,
helping people right here
in Anoka County.”

According to Huff,
since the year 2000, Free
To Be, Inc. has given away
more than 850 vehicles
and repaired more than
3,500 vehicles for Anoka
County residents in need
of help with transporta-
tion.

The non-profit orga-
nization welcomes dona-

tions of vehicles, volunteer
hours and support, Huff
said.

To learn more about
Free To Be, Inc., call 763-
717-7755 or visit www.
FreeToBeInc.org.

Sue Austreng is at
sue.austreng@ecm-inc.com

Debbie Carlson and grand nephew Ace Mapes receive keys to the 1989 Ca-
dillac Deville, donated by Evelyn Peterson and repaired by Chuck Szaflarski
and his crew at Coon Rapids Service. Photo by Sue Austreng

By Sue Austreng
Staff Writer

When Free To Be
called a local car
repair shop to donate
its services to look
at a 1989 Cadillac
DeVille given to the
agency, it found that
the owner had been
taking it there for
the past 13 years.

At A GlAnce

Firefighters host golf event for good causes
n Fall golf classic is sixth annual tourney
by Peter Bodley
Managing Editor

Eighty golfers in 20
foursomes teed off for a
good cause at Bunker Hills
Golf Course, Coon Rap-
ids, Sept. 20.

They were taking part
in the sixth annual Coon
Rapids Firefighters Local
1935 fall golf classic, which
raises money for several
charitable causes.

The 18-hole best ball
scramble tournament in
blustery conditions was
followed by a dinner in the
clubhouse catered by the
Harvest Grill Restaurant
and a raffle for prizes.

According to Firefighter
Justin McGee, who chaired
the tournament, money
raised from the event will
go to sports teams in the
community as well as to
families who have suffered
losses from fire or who have
had other emergencies.

The firefighters’ local
has also donated to the
Muscular Dystrophy Asso-

ciation and Juvenile Diabe-
tes Research Foundation in
the past, McGee said.

The turnout for the fall
classic was comparable to
recent years and included
businesses who provided
sponsorships for employ-
ees to take part, elected of-
ficials and past and present
members of the fire depart-
ment, he said.

McGee, who was in his
second year chairing the
event, has been with the fire
department for nine years -
a paid, on-call firefighter
for eight years and a career
firefighter for one year.

Prizes were awarded for
a hole in one on 8 West,
closest to the pin on 3
West, longest drive men on
8 East, longest drive wom-
en on 6 West, longest putt
on 4 East and betting hole
on 7 East, McGee said.

There were five spon-
sorship levels - corporate
$3,000, platinum $1,500,
gold $450, silver $150 and
bronze $50-100. In addi-
tion, a foursome and din-
ner cost $320, individual
player and dinner $85 and
individual dinner $20.

“The course is in fantas-
tic condition,” said Bunker
Hills Golf Director Tim
Anderson.

Peter Bodley is at
peter.bodley@ecm-inc.com

Coon Rapids Fire Marshal Todd Williams (second left) played in a Coon
Rapids Firefighters Local 1935 fall golf classic foursome with Brad White
(left), Gib Yakesh and Tim Gallagher.

Teeing off is Coon
Rapids Fire Department
Fire Inspector Shannon
Moen.

By Peter Bodley
Managing Editor

Four officers from the Coon Rapids Police Department made up a foursome
in the Coon Rapids Firefighters Local 1935 annual fall golf classic Sept. 20 at
the Bunker Hills Golf Course, Coon Rapids.

The Coon Rapids
Firefighters Local
1935 hosted its sixth
annual fall golf clas-
sic Sept. 20.

At A GlAnce

Mary T Hospice teams with
We Honor Veterans group
n Ongoing veteran-centered education effort

Mary T. Inc. Hos-
pice has teamed with We
Honor Veterans to help
provide care and support
that honor the contribu-
tions made by the nation’s
veterans.

As a We Honor Veter-
ans partner, Mary T. Inc.
Hospice will implement
ongoing veterans-centered
education for staff and
volunteers to improve the
care given to veterans.

The We Honor Veter-
ans program was devel-
oped by the National Hos-
pice and Palliative Care
Organization in collabora-
tion with the Department
of Veterans Affairs.

We Honor Veterans
focuses on respectful in-
quiry, compassionate
listening and grateful ac-
knowledgement, accord-
ing to Mary T. Inc. Social
Worker Lauri Cutinella.

The nation is seeing
many World War II and
Korean War veterans die

each year, along with a
growing number of Viet-
nam veterans. In fact, ap-
proximately 25 percent of
those who die each year in
the U.S. are veterans.

Hospice care is a per-
sonalized program of pal-
liative care and support-
ive services that provides
medical, emotional, social
and spiritual care for pa-
tients with a limited life
expectancy, Cutinella said.

“Mary T. Inc. Hospice
brings care and comfort
to where the patient lives,
along with quality of life
for the patients and their
family,” she said.

By recognizing the
unique needs of American
veterans approaching the
end of life, Mary T. Inc.
Hospice is able to guide
veterans and their families
through this difficult time,
according to Cutinella.

“In cases where there
may be specific needs re-
lated to military service,

combat experience or
traumatic events, Mary
T. Inc. Hospice will work
with the We Honor Vet-
erans program to find the
appropriate solution,” Cu-
tinella said.

“Our partnership with
We Honor Veterans will
give our Mary T. Inc. Hos-
pice team a better aware-
ness and appreciation of
veterans and their role in
our nation’s history.

“We’re confident that
this knowledge will help
our hospice team deliver
a high level of patient care
to veterans.”

Established in 1976,
Mary T. Inc. is an inde-
pendent, locally owned
health care agency head-
quartered in Coon Rapids,
It serves clients through-
out the Minneapolis/St.
Paul metro area. Services
include hospice, support-
ive living, home health,
assisted living, rental and
senior housing.

763.428.2225 - 612.328.5534
14435 Northdale Blvd Rogers MN 55374

Serving the Entire Metro and
Surrounding Areas for Over 45 Years

www.c-sblacktopping.com
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Around Anoka County

District 16 School Board discusses fees and branding
by Elyse Kaner
Staff  Writer

In a continuous improve-
ment effort, the Spring Lake 
Park District 16 School 
Board looked into student 
fees for athletics and activi-
ties and district branding at 
its June 25 work session.

“We don’t anticipate any 
changes in fees for this fall,” 
Superintendent Jeff  Ronne-
berg said in a phone interview.

At the work session, 
Ronneberg offered fee com-
parisons of area districts, 
with District 16 falling “in 
the middle” range, he said.

Currently, District 16’s 
fees are lower than a major-
ity of neighboring districts, 
including Anoka-Hennepin, 

Centennial and Mounds 
View. District 16’s fees are 
higher than Fridley’s, ac-
cording to Ronneberg. 

SLP students now pay a 
$200 participation fee for 
their first sport, $150 for the 
second and $125 for a third 
sport.

Activity fees, such as 
marching band or partici-
pating in the school musi-
cal, are $50 per activity.

Students receiving free or 
reduced lunches qualify for 
free or reduced sports and 
activity fees.

The fees structure has not 
been revisited, probably since 
early 2000, Ronneberg said.

“Athletics and activities 
provide a window into our 
district,” Ronneberg said.

Parking fees were also dis-
cussed at the work session. 

“That will likely be low-
ered,” Ronneberg said in the 
phone interview. 

Spring Lake Park now 
charges an annual fee of 
$70 per trimester for park-
ing in the school’s lots. 

By comparison, the neigh-
boring Mounds View and 
Irondale high schools’ park-
ing fees are $225 annually.

A total of 243 annual 
permits were sold to Spring 
Lake Park students this 
year, said Colleen Peder-
son, director of District 16’s 
community education.

“This is an area where 
we can provide a little relief  
and build some good will,” 
Boardmember Jim Amund-
son said.

The district plans to set 
up a community task force 
focusing on student activi-
ties. The idea is to partner 
with booster clubs, to in-
crease student enrollment 
in activities, examine fee 
structures and to enhance 
partnerships with Panther 
youth sports. More specific 
information will be avail-
able this fall.

“The good news is we 
continue to see an increased 
level of involvement in ac-
tivities,” Ronneberg said.

Branding
District 16 continues to 

strive for a consistency in 
branding.

Boardmember Marilyn 
Forsberg held up Spring 
Lake Park brochures from a 
variety of district programs.

“They don’t look like 
they were from the same 
place,” she said. “I’m won-
dering if  we need to do 
something that is more 
consistent, that we become 
more recognizable.”

“It’s actually been a fo-
cus for the last couple of 
few years,” Ronneberg said, 
but “it’s not where we want 
it to be.”

Further, the group spoke 
about maintaining a consis-
tency in its logo and print 
on T-shirts and athletic ap-
parel. Forsberg noted dis-
tricts that have logos on 
third grade T-shirts. When 
students attend fourth-
grade at a different build-
ing, the logo remains the 
same. “It seems to me, that 
parents would really appre-

ciate that, gee, I don’t have 
to throw away my elemen-
tary shirt, ...it can be worn 
again next year,” she said. 

Most district letterheads 
now have a similar logo of 
three students with arms 
outstretched and standing 
by a tree,

“The trees they have 
work well for a newsletter 
or a letterhead, but they 
don’t work well for a letter 
jacket,” Ronneberg said.

Ronneberg said the next 
step would be to look at con-
sistency in the area of sports 
and athletics branding. 

The work session was for 
informational purposes only. 
No decisions were made. 

Elyse Kaner is at  
elyse.kaner@ecm-inc.com

Huff named new 
director of Free2B!

Jim Huff

Free To Be, Inc. has 
named Jim Huff as its new 
executive director. 

Huff joined the Free To 
Be team June 17. 

Educated at Clinton Col-
lege in upstate New York, 
Huff brings more than 25 
years of nonprofit leader-
ship experience to the orga-
nization, including several 
years as an active Free To 
Be, Inc. board member.

Specializing in business 
development and market-
ing, Huff has a proven track 
record for consistently de-
livering exceptional results, 
building cohesive working 
relationships, engaging in 
strategic and organizational 
planning and executing fi-
duciary accountability, ac-
cording to James Kugler, 

president, Free To Be Board 
of Directors.

“He credits his family as 
the source of his uncompro-
mising and passionate com-
mitment to helping others,” 
Kugler said. 

Huff’s father was a min-
ister and prison chaplain; 
his mother volunteered her 
time to the inmates’ fami-
lies. 

Huff and his wife have 
two grown children, includ-
ing a daughter who has a 
developmental disability. 

Between his personal 
and professional lives, Jim 
has spent more than 30 
years improving the lives of 
people with disabilities, Ku-
gler said. 

Huff is an active member 

of the Twin Cities North 
and MetroNorth chambers 
of commerce, Toastmas-
ters International, Business 
Networking International 
and various other business 
and networking groups. 

“We welcome his expe-
rience and look forward 
to his years of leadership,” 
Kugler said.

Blaine Police RePoRts
Theft, Burglary

• On June 15 at 8:09 p.m. 
in the 9850 block of Polk 
Street NE, a man called to 
report that another man 
had stolen a surveillance 
system camera.

• On June 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the 1860 block of 117th Av-
enue NE, a fraud situation 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 12:28 p.m. 
in the 450 block of Pleasure 
Creek NE, an identity theft 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 580 block of North-
town Drive NE, it was re-
ported that a thief  who 
stole wallet from a purse 
used three credit cards at 
businesses.

• On June 18 at 7:55 a.m. 
in the 700 block of 89th Av-
enue NE, it was reported 
that power tools were stolen 
from a construction site.

• On June 18 at 9:23 a.m. 
in the 2200 block of 107th 
Lane NE, a trailer theft was 
reported.

• On June 19 at 8:36 a.m. 
in the 1410 block of 90th 
Lane NE, it was reported 
that someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole a 
backpack that contained a 
Dell laptop computer.

• On June 19 at 11:31 
a.m. in the 11500 block of 
Ulysses Street NE, theft of 
materials from a job site 
was reported.

• On June 20 at 9:43 p.m. 
in the 8560 block of Central 
Avenue NE, a bicycle theft 
was reported.
Criminal Property Damage

• On June 14 at 2:30 a.m. 

at the intersection of Polk 
Street NE and 99th Avenue 
NE, a smashed vehicle win-
dow was reported.

• On June 15 at 11:13 
p.m. in the 12900 block of 
Taylor Street NE, it was 
reported that someone had 
driven through a yard and 
garden two separate times 
over the last day.

• On June 16 at 1:08 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Ulyss-
es Street NE, a smashed ve-
hicle window was reported.

Assaults
• On June 15 at 7:39 p.m. 

in the 1700 block of 105th 
Avenue NE, a man pushed 
another man over in his 
chair after they had an ar-
gument about whose soc-
cer team had the right to 
use a field and the man sit-
ting done made a comment 
about the other team always 
losing to theirs. The man 
who pushed the other man 
that was sitting down was 
issued a citation for assault.

• On June 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
in the 9070 block of Terrace 
Road NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 16 at 8:15 p.m. 
in the 9130 block of Peters-
burg Street NE, a man was 
arrested for assaulting a 
woman.

• On June 18 at 7:06 p.m. 
in the 10100 block of Taylor 
Street NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 18 at 9:27 p.m. 
in the 590 block of 100th 
Court NE, a man was ar-
rested for assaulting his son.

• On June 19 at 10:46 
p.m. in the 12500 block of 
Quemoy Street NE. a man 
was arrested for assaulting 

his wife.
DWIs

• On June 16 at 8:59 p.m. 
in the 12400 block of Ab-
erdeen Street NE, a man 
passed out behind the wheel 
of a vehicle was arrested for 
DWI.

Miscellaneous
• On June 14 at 4:11 p.m. 

in the 10300 block of Cen-
tral Avenue NE. a man be-
ing arrested for burglary of 
a business was found to have 
Schedule 2 prescription pills 
and marijuana on him.

• On June 14 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the 380 block of North-
town Drive NE, two people 
were arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance 
and drug paraphernalia.

• On June 15 at 2:18 a.m. 
in the 200 block of Bengal 
Drive NE, an officer found a 
woman lying on a bike trail, 
who said she fell off  her 
bike. She had a pipe com-
monly that had residue in-
side that tested positive for 
meth. She was arrested and 
booked on a probable felony 
drug possession charge.

• On June 15 at 3:33 a.m. 
at the intersection of High-
way 10 NE and Central Av-
enue NE, an officer found 
needles, pills and a sub-
stance that tested positive 
for meth inside a vehicle. 
Two people were arrested.

• On June 19 at 7:26 p.m. 
at the intersection of Able 
Street NE and County Road 
10 NE, a man who had been 
stopped for not wearing his 
seat belt fled on foot and 
was stopped a few blocks 
away. Police located a black 
case containing meth. The 
man was arrested.

A public service of  this newspaper

Few gifts actually improve with age.
Your bank sells one of them.

Drinking and Driving:
A Disaster

Waiting to Happen
When you head out to celebrate this weekend, 

use your head.  
If you plan to drink alcohol,

you can avoid a disaster by appointing
a designated driver, 

calling a cab or using public transportation.

By Elyse Kaner
Staff Writer
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Around Anoka County

District 16 School Board discusses fees and branding
by Elyse Kaner
Staff  Writer

In a continuous improve-
ment effort, the Spring Lake 
Park District 16 School 
Board looked into student 
fees for athletics and activi-
ties and district branding at 
its June 25 work session.

“We don’t anticipate any 
changes in fees for this fall,” 
Superintendent Jeff  Ronne-
berg said in a phone interview.

At the work session, 
Ronneberg offered fee com-
parisons of area districts, 
with District 16 falling “in 
the middle” range, he said.

Currently, District 16’s 
fees are lower than a major-
ity of neighboring districts, 
including Anoka-Hennepin, 

Centennial and Mounds 
View. District 16’s fees are 
higher than Fridley’s, ac-
cording to Ronneberg. 

SLP students now pay a 
$200 participation fee for 
their first sport, $150 for the 
second and $125 for a third 
sport.

Activity fees, such as 
marching band or partici-
pating in the school musi-
cal, are $50 per activity.

Students receiving free or 
reduced lunches qualify for 
free or reduced sports and 
activity fees.

The fees structure has not 
been revisited, probably since 
early 2000, Ronneberg said.

“Athletics and activities 
provide a window into our 
district,” Ronneberg said.

Parking fees were also dis-
cussed at the work session. 

“That will likely be low-
ered,” Ronneberg said in the 
phone interview. 

Spring Lake Park now 
charges an annual fee of 
$70 per trimester for park-
ing in the school’s lots. 

By comparison, the neigh-
boring Mounds View and 
Irondale high schools’ park-
ing fees are $225 annually.

A total of 243 annual 
permits were sold to Spring 
Lake Park students this 
year, said Colleen Peder-
son, director of District 16’s 
community education.

“This is an area where 
we can provide a little relief  
and build some good will,” 
Boardmember Jim Amund-
son said.

The district plans to set 
up a community task force 
focusing on student activi-
ties. The idea is to partner 
with booster clubs, to in-
crease student enrollment 
in activities, examine fee 
structures and to enhance 
partnerships with Panther 
youth sports. More specific 
information will be avail-
able this fall.

“The good news is we 
continue to see an increased 
level of involvement in ac-
tivities,” Ronneberg said.

Branding
District 16 continues to 

strive for a consistency in 
branding.

Boardmember Marilyn 
Forsberg held up Spring 
Lake Park brochures from a 
variety of district programs.

“They don’t look like 
they were from the same 
place,” she said. “I’m won-
dering if  we need to do 
something that is more 
consistent, that we become 
more recognizable.”

“It’s actually been a fo-
cus for the last couple of 
few years,” Ronneberg said, 
but “it’s not where we want 
it to be.”

Further, the group spoke 
about maintaining a consis-
tency in its logo and print 
on T-shirts and athletic ap-
parel. Forsberg noted dis-
tricts that have logos on 
third grade T-shirts. When 
students attend fourth-
grade at a different build-
ing, the logo remains the 
same. “It seems to me, that 
parents would really appre-

ciate that, gee, I don’t have 
to throw away my elemen-
tary shirt, ...it can be worn 
again next year,” she said. 

Most district letterheads 
now have a similar logo of 
three students with arms 
outstretched and standing 
by a tree,

“The trees they have 
work well for a newsletter 
or a letterhead, but they 
don’t work well for a letter 
jacket,” Ronneberg said.

Ronneberg said the next 
step would be to look at con-
sistency in the area of sports 
and athletics branding. 

The work session was for 
informational purposes only. 
No decisions were made. 

Elyse Kaner is at  
elyse.kaner@ecm-inc.com

Huff named new 
director of Free2B!

Jim Huff

Free To Be, Inc. has 
named Jim Huff as its new 
executive director. 

Huff joined the Free To 
Be team June 17. 

Educated at Clinton Col-
lege in upstate New York, 
Huff brings more than 25 
years of nonprofit leader-
ship experience to the orga-
nization, including several 
years as an active Free To 
Be, Inc. board member.

Specializing in business 
development and market-
ing, Huff has a proven track 
record for consistently de-
livering exceptional results, 
building cohesive working 
relationships, engaging in 
strategic and organizational 
planning and executing fi-
duciary accountability, ac-
cording to James Kugler, 

president, Free To Be Board 
of Directors.

“He credits his family as 
the source of his uncompro-
mising and passionate com-
mitment to helping others,” 
Kugler said. 

Huff’s father was a min-
ister and prison chaplain; 
his mother volunteered her 
time to the inmates’ fami-
lies. 

Huff and his wife have 
two grown children, includ-
ing a daughter who has a 
developmental disability. 

Between his personal 
and professional lives, Jim 
has spent more than 30 
years improving the lives of 
people with disabilities, Ku-
gler said. 

Huff is an active member 

of the Twin Cities North 
and MetroNorth chambers 
of commerce, Toastmas-
ters International, Business 
Networking International 
and various other business 
and networking groups. 

“We welcome his expe-
rience and look forward 
to his years of leadership,” 
Kugler said.

Blaine Police RePoRts
Theft, Burglary

• On June 15 at 8:09 p.m. 
in the 9850 block of Polk 
Street NE, a man called to 
report that another man 
had stolen a surveillance 
system camera.

• On June 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the 1860 block of 117th Av-
enue NE, a fraud situation 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 12:28 p.m. 
in the 450 block of Pleasure 
Creek NE, an identity theft 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 580 block of North-
town Drive NE, it was re-
ported that a thief  who 
stole wallet from a purse 
used three credit cards at 
businesses.

• On June 18 at 7:55 a.m. 
in the 700 block of 89th Av-
enue NE, it was reported 
that power tools were stolen 
from a construction site.

• On June 18 at 9:23 a.m. 
in the 2200 block of 107th 
Lane NE, a trailer theft was 
reported.

• On June 19 at 8:36 a.m. 
in the 1410 block of 90th 
Lane NE, it was reported 
that someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole a 
backpack that contained a 
Dell laptop computer.

• On June 19 at 11:31 
a.m. in the 11500 block of 
Ulysses Street NE, theft of 
materials from a job site 
was reported.

• On June 20 at 9:43 p.m. 
in the 8560 block of Central 
Avenue NE, a bicycle theft 
was reported.
Criminal Property Damage

• On June 14 at 2:30 a.m. 

at the intersection of Polk 
Street NE and 99th Avenue 
NE, a smashed vehicle win-
dow was reported.

• On June 15 at 11:13 
p.m. in the 12900 block of 
Taylor Street NE, it was 
reported that someone had 
driven through a yard and 
garden two separate times 
over the last day.

• On June 16 at 1:08 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Ulyss-
es Street NE, a smashed ve-
hicle window was reported.

Assaults
• On June 15 at 7:39 p.m. 

in the 1700 block of 105th 
Avenue NE, a man pushed 
another man over in his 
chair after they had an ar-
gument about whose soc-
cer team had the right to 
use a field and the man sit-
ting done made a comment 
about the other team always 
losing to theirs. The man 
who pushed the other man 
that was sitting down was 
issued a citation for assault.

• On June 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
in the 9070 block of Terrace 
Road NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 16 at 8:15 p.m. 
in the 9130 block of Peters-
burg Street NE, a man was 
arrested for assaulting a 
woman.

• On June 18 at 7:06 p.m. 
in the 10100 block of Taylor 
Street NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 18 at 9:27 p.m. 
in the 590 block of 100th 
Court NE, a man was ar-
rested for assaulting his son.

• On June 19 at 10:46 
p.m. in the 12500 block of 
Quemoy Street NE. a man 
was arrested for assaulting 

his wife.
DWIs

• On June 16 at 8:59 p.m. 
in the 12400 block of Ab-
erdeen Street NE, a man 
passed out behind the wheel 
of a vehicle was arrested for 
DWI.

Miscellaneous
• On June 14 at 4:11 p.m. 

in the 10300 block of Cen-
tral Avenue NE. a man be-
ing arrested for burglary of 
a business was found to have 
Schedule 2 prescription pills 
and marijuana on him.

• On June 14 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the 380 block of North-
town Drive NE, two people 
were arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance 
and drug paraphernalia.

• On June 15 at 2:18 a.m. 
in the 200 block of Bengal 
Drive NE, an officer found a 
woman lying on a bike trail, 
who said she fell off  her 
bike. She had a pipe com-
monly that had residue in-
side that tested positive for 
meth. She was arrested and 
booked on a probable felony 
drug possession charge.

• On June 15 at 3:33 a.m. 
at the intersection of High-
way 10 NE and Central Av-
enue NE, an officer found 
needles, pills and a sub-
stance that tested positive 
for meth inside a vehicle. 
Two people were arrested.

• On June 19 at 7:26 p.m. 
at the intersection of Able 
Street NE and County Road 
10 NE, a man who had been 
stopped for not wearing his 
seat belt fled on foot and 
was stopped a few blocks 
away. Police located a black 
case containing meth. The 
man was arrested.

A public service of  this newspaper

Few gifts actually improve with age.
Your bank sells one of them.

Drinking and Driving:
A Disaster

Waiting to Happen
When you head out to celebrate this weekend, 

use your head.  
If you plan to drink alcohol,

you can avoid a disaster by appointing
a designated driver, 

calling a cab or using public transportation.

By Elyse Kaner
Staff Writer
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Around Anoka County

District 16 School Board discusses fees and branding
by Elyse Kaner
Staff  Writer

In a continuous improve-
ment effort, the Spring Lake 
Park District 16 School 
Board looked into student 
fees for athletics and activi-
ties and district branding at 
its June 25 work session.

“We don’t anticipate any 
changes in fees for this fall,” 
Superintendent Jeff  Ronne-
berg said in a phone interview.

At the work session, 
Ronneberg offered fee com-
parisons of area districts, 
with District 16 falling “in 
the middle” range, he said.

Currently, District 16’s 
fees are lower than a major-
ity of neighboring districts, 
including Anoka-Hennepin, 

Centennial and Mounds 
View. District 16’s fees are 
higher than Fridley’s, ac-
cording to Ronneberg. 

SLP students now pay a 
$200 participation fee for 
their first sport, $150 for the 
second and $125 for a third 
sport.

Activity fees, such as 
marching band or partici-
pating in the school musi-
cal, are $50 per activity.

Students receiving free or 
reduced lunches qualify for 
free or reduced sports and 
activity fees.

The fees structure has not 
been revisited, probably since 
early 2000, Ronneberg said.

“Athletics and activities 
provide a window into our 
district,” Ronneberg said.

Parking fees were also dis-
cussed at the work session. 

“That will likely be low-
ered,” Ronneberg said in the 
phone interview. 

Spring Lake Park now 
charges an annual fee of 
$70 per trimester for park-
ing in the school’s lots. 

By comparison, the neigh-
boring Mounds View and 
Irondale high schools’ park-
ing fees are $225 annually.

A total of 243 annual 
permits were sold to Spring 
Lake Park students this 
year, said Colleen Peder-
son, director of District 16’s 
community education.

“This is an area where 
we can provide a little relief  
and build some good will,” 
Boardmember Jim Amund-
son said.

The district plans to set 
up a community task force 
focusing on student activi-
ties. The idea is to partner 
with booster clubs, to in-
crease student enrollment 
in activities, examine fee 
structures and to enhance 
partnerships with Panther 
youth sports. More specific 
information will be avail-
able this fall.

“The good news is we 
continue to see an increased 
level of involvement in ac-
tivities,” Ronneberg said.

Branding
District 16 continues to 

strive for a consistency in 
branding.

Boardmember Marilyn 
Forsberg held up Spring 
Lake Park brochures from a 
variety of district programs.

“They don’t look like 
they were from the same 
place,” she said. “I’m won-
dering if  we need to do 
something that is more 
consistent, that we become 
more recognizable.”

“It’s actually been a fo-
cus for the last couple of 
few years,” Ronneberg said, 
but “it’s not where we want 
it to be.”

Further, the group spoke 
about maintaining a consis-
tency in its logo and print 
on T-shirts and athletic ap-
parel. Forsberg noted dis-
tricts that have logos on 
third grade T-shirts. When 
students attend fourth-
grade at a different build-
ing, the logo remains the 
same. “It seems to me, that 
parents would really appre-

ciate that, gee, I don’t have 
to throw away my elemen-
tary shirt, ...it can be worn 
again next year,” she said. 

Most district letterheads 
now have a similar logo of 
three students with arms 
outstretched and standing 
by a tree,

“The trees they have 
work well for a newsletter 
or a letterhead, but they 
don’t work well for a letter 
jacket,” Ronneberg said.

Ronneberg said the next 
step would be to look at con-
sistency in the area of sports 
and athletics branding. 

The work session was for 
informational purposes only. 
No decisions were made. 

Elyse Kaner is at  
elyse.kaner@ecm-inc.com

Huff named new 
director of Free2B!

Jim Huff

Free To Be, Inc. has 
named Jim Huff as its new 
executive director. 

Huff joined the Free To 
Be team June 17. 

Educated at Clinton Col-
lege in upstate New York, 
Huff brings more than 25 
years of nonprofit leader-
ship experience to the orga-
nization, including several 
years as an active Free To 
Be, Inc. board member.

Specializing in business 
development and market-
ing, Huff has a proven track 
record for consistently de-
livering exceptional results, 
building cohesive working 
relationships, engaging in 
strategic and organizational 
planning and executing fi-
duciary accountability, ac-
cording to James Kugler, 

president, Free To Be Board 
of Directors.

“He credits his family as 
the source of his uncompro-
mising and passionate com-
mitment to helping others,” 
Kugler said. 

Huff’s father was a min-
ister and prison chaplain; 
his mother volunteered her 
time to the inmates’ fami-
lies. 

Huff and his wife have 
two grown children, includ-
ing a daughter who has a 
developmental disability. 

Between his personal 
and professional lives, Jim 
has spent more than 30 
years improving the lives of 
people with disabilities, Ku-
gler said. 

Huff is an active member 

of the Twin Cities North 
and MetroNorth chambers 
of commerce, Toastmas-
ters International, Business 
Networking International 
and various other business 
and networking groups. 

“We welcome his expe-
rience and look forward 
to his years of leadership,” 
Kugler said.

Blaine Police RePoRts
Theft, Burglary

• On June 15 at 8:09 p.m. 
in the 9850 block of Polk 
Street NE, a man called to 
report that another man 
had stolen a surveillance 
system camera.

• On June 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the 1860 block of 117th Av-
enue NE, a fraud situation 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 12:28 p.m. 
in the 450 block of Pleasure 
Creek NE, an identity theft 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 580 block of North-
town Drive NE, it was re-
ported that a thief  who 
stole wallet from a purse 
used three credit cards at 
businesses.

• On June 18 at 7:55 a.m. 
in the 700 block of 89th Av-
enue NE, it was reported 
that power tools were stolen 
from a construction site.

• On June 18 at 9:23 a.m. 
in the 2200 block of 107th 
Lane NE, a trailer theft was 
reported.

• On June 19 at 8:36 a.m. 
in the 1410 block of 90th 
Lane NE, it was reported 
that someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole a 
backpack that contained a 
Dell laptop computer.

• On June 19 at 11:31 
a.m. in the 11500 block of 
Ulysses Street NE, theft of 
materials from a job site 
was reported.

• On June 20 at 9:43 p.m. 
in the 8560 block of Central 
Avenue NE, a bicycle theft 
was reported.
Criminal Property Damage

• On June 14 at 2:30 a.m. 

at the intersection of Polk 
Street NE and 99th Avenue 
NE, a smashed vehicle win-
dow was reported.

• On June 15 at 11:13 
p.m. in the 12900 block of 
Taylor Street NE, it was 
reported that someone had 
driven through a yard and 
garden two separate times 
over the last day.

• On June 16 at 1:08 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Ulyss-
es Street NE, a smashed ve-
hicle window was reported.

Assaults
• On June 15 at 7:39 p.m. 

in the 1700 block of 105th 
Avenue NE, a man pushed 
another man over in his 
chair after they had an ar-
gument about whose soc-
cer team had the right to 
use a field and the man sit-
ting done made a comment 
about the other team always 
losing to theirs. The man 
who pushed the other man 
that was sitting down was 
issued a citation for assault.

• On June 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
in the 9070 block of Terrace 
Road NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 16 at 8:15 p.m. 
in the 9130 block of Peters-
burg Street NE, a man was 
arrested for assaulting a 
woman.

• On June 18 at 7:06 p.m. 
in the 10100 block of Taylor 
Street NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 18 at 9:27 p.m. 
in the 590 block of 100th 
Court NE, a man was ar-
rested for assaulting his son.

• On June 19 at 10:46 
p.m. in the 12500 block of 
Quemoy Street NE. a man 
was arrested for assaulting 

his wife.
DWIs

• On June 16 at 8:59 p.m. 
in the 12400 block of Ab-
erdeen Street NE, a man 
passed out behind the wheel 
of a vehicle was arrested for 
DWI.

Miscellaneous
• On June 14 at 4:11 p.m. 

in the 10300 block of Cen-
tral Avenue NE. a man be-
ing arrested for burglary of 
a business was found to have 
Schedule 2 prescription pills 
and marijuana on him.

• On June 14 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the 380 block of North-
town Drive NE, two people 
were arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance 
and drug paraphernalia.

• On June 15 at 2:18 a.m. 
in the 200 block of Bengal 
Drive NE, an officer found a 
woman lying on a bike trail, 
who said she fell off  her 
bike. She had a pipe com-
monly that had residue in-
side that tested positive for 
meth. She was arrested and 
booked on a probable felony 
drug possession charge.

• On June 15 at 3:33 a.m. 
at the intersection of High-
way 10 NE and Central Av-
enue NE, an officer found 
needles, pills and a sub-
stance that tested positive 
for meth inside a vehicle. 
Two people were arrested.

• On June 19 at 7:26 p.m. 
at the intersection of Able 
Street NE and County Road 
10 NE, a man who had been 
stopped for not wearing his 
seat belt fled on foot and 
was stopped a few blocks 
away. Police located a black 
case containing meth. The 
man was arrested.

A public service of  this newspaper

Few gifts actually improve with age.
Your bank sells one of them.

Drinking and Driving:
A Disaster

Waiting to Happen
When you head out to celebrate this weekend, 

use your head.  
If you plan to drink alcohol,

you can avoid a disaster by appointing
a designated driver, 

calling a cab or using public transportation.

By Elyse Kaner
Staff Writer
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Around Anoka County

District 16 School Board discusses fees and branding
by Elyse Kaner
Staff  Writer

In a continuous improve-
ment effort, the Spring Lake 
Park District 16 School 
Board looked into student 
fees for athletics and activi-
ties and district branding at 
its June 25 work session.

“We don’t anticipate any 
changes in fees for this fall,” 
Superintendent Jeff  Ronne-
berg said in a phone interview.

At the work session, 
Ronneberg offered fee com-
parisons of area districts, 
with District 16 falling “in 
the middle” range, he said.

Currently, District 16’s 
fees are lower than a major-
ity of neighboring districts, 
including Anoka-Hennepin, 

Centennial and Mounds 
View. District 16’s fees are 
higher than Fridley’s, ac-
cording to Ronneberg. 

SLP students now pay a 
$200 participation fee for 
their first sport, $150 for the 
second and $125 for a third 
sport.

Activity fees, such as 
marching band or partici-
pating in the school musi-
cal, are $50 per activity.

Students receiving free or 
reduced lunches qualify for 
free or reduced sports and 
activity fees.

The fees structure has not 
been revisited, probably since 
early 2000, Ronneberg said.

“Athletics and activities 
provide a window into our 
district,” Ronneberg said.

Parking fees were also dis-
cussed at the work session. 

“That will likely be low-
ered,” Ronneberg said in the 
phone interview. 

Spring Lake Park now 
charges an annual fee of 
$70 per trimester for park-
ing in the school’s lots. 

By comparison, the neigh-
boring Mounds View and 
Irondale high schools’ park-
ing fees are $225 annually.

A total of 243 annual 
permits were sold to Spring 
Lake Park students this 
year, said Colleen Peder-
son, director of District 16’s 
community education.

“This is an area where 
we can provide a little relief  
and build some good will,” 
Boardmember Jim Amund-
son said.

The district plans to set 
up a community task force 
focusing on student activi-
ties. The idea is to partner 
with booster clubs, to in-
crease student enrollment 
in activities, examine fee 
structures and to enhance 
partnerships with Panther 
youth sports. More specific 
information will be avail-
able this fall.

“The good news is we 
continue to see an increased 
level of involvement in ac-
tivities,” Ronneberg said.

Branding
District 16 continues to 

strive for a consistency in 
branding.

Boardmember Marilyn 
Forsberg held up Spring 
Lake Park brochures from a 
variety of district programs.

“They don’t look like 
they were from the same 
place,” she said. “I’m won-
dering if  we need to do 
something that is more 
consistent, that we become 
more recognizable.”

“It’s actually been a fo-
cus for the last couple of 
few years,” Ronneberg said, 
but “it’s not where we want 
it to be.”

Further, the group spoke 
about maintaining a consis-
tency in its logo and print 
on T-shirts and athletic ap-
parel. Forsberg noted dis-
tricts that have logos on 
third grade T-shirts. When 
students attend fourth-
grade at a different build-
ing, the logo remains the 
same. “It seems to me, that 
parents would really appre-

ciate that, gee, I don’t have 
to throw away my elemen-
tary shirt, ...it can be worn 
again next year,” she said. 

Most district letterheads 
now have a similar logo of 
three students with arms 
outstretched and standing 
by a tree,

“The trees they have 
work well for a newsletter 
or a letterhead, but they 
don’t work well for a letter 
jacket,” Ronneberg said.

Ronneberg said the next 
step would be to look at con-
sistency in the area of sports 
and athletics branding. 

The work session was for 
informational purposes only. 
No decisions were made. 

Elyse Kaner is at  
elyse.kaner@ecm-inc.com

Huff named new 
director of Free2B!

Jim Huff

Free To Be, Inc. has 
named Jim Huff as its new 
executive director. 

Huff joined the Free To 
Be team June 17. 

Educated at Clinton Col-
lege in upstate New York, 
Huff brings more than 25 
years of nonprofit leader-
ship experience to the orga-
nization, including several 
years as an active Free To 
Be, Inc. board member.

Specializing in business 
development and market-
ing, Huff has a proven track 
record for consistently de-
livering exceptional results, 
building cohesive working 
relationships, engaging in 
strategic and organizational 
planning and executing fi-
duciary accountability, ac-
cording to James Kugler, 

president, Free To Be Board 
of Directors.

“He credits his family as 
the source of his uncompro-
mising and passionate com-
mitment to helping others,” 
Kugler said. 

Huff’s father was a min-
ister and prison chaplain; 
his mother volunteered her 
time to the inmates’ fami-
lies. 

Huff and his wife have 
two grown children, includ-
ing a daughter who has a 
developmental disability. 

Between his personal 
and professional lives, Jim 
has spent more than 30 
years improving the lives of 
people with disabilities, Ku-
gler said. 

Huff is an active member 

of the Twin Cities North 
and MetroNorth chambers 
of commerce, Toastmas-
ters International, Business 
Networking International 
and various other business 
and networking groups. 

“We welcome his expe-
rience and look forward 
to his years of leadership,” 
Kugler said.

Blaine Police RePoRts
Theft, Burglary

• On June 15 at 8:09 p.m. 
in the 9850 block of Polk 
Street NE, a man called to 
report that another man 
had stolen a surveillance 
system camera.

• On June 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the 1860 block of 117th Av-
enue NE, a fraud situation 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 12:28 p.m. 
in the 450 block of Pleasure 
Creek NE, an identity theft 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 580 block of North-
town Drive NE, it was re-
ported that a thief  who 
stole wallet from a purse 
used three credit cards at 
businesses.

• On June 18 at 7:55 a.m. 
in the 700 block of 89th Av-
enue NE, it was reported 
that power tools were stolen 
from a construction site.

• On June 18 at 9:23 a.m. 
in the 2200 block of 107th 
Lane NE, a trailer theft was 
reported.

• On June 19 at 8:36 a.m. 
in the 1410 block of 90th 
Lane NE, it was reported 
that someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole a 
backpack that contained a 
Dell laptop computer.

• On June 19 at 11:31 
a.m. in the 11500 block of 
Ulysses Street NE, theft of 
materials from a job site 
was reported.

• On June 20 at 9:43 p.m. 
in the 8560 block of Central 
Avenue NE, a bicycle theft 
was reported.
Criminal Property Damage

• On June 14 at 2:30 a.m. 

at the intersection of Polk 
Street NE and 99th Avenue 
NE, a smashed vehicle win-
dow was reported.

• On June 15 at 11:13 
p.m. in the 12900 block of 
Taylor Street NE, it was 
reported that someone had 
driven through a yard and 
garden two separate times 
over the last day.

• On June 16 at 1:08 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Ulyss-
es Street NE, a smashed ve-
hicle window was reported.

Assaults
• On June 15 at 7:39 p.m. 

in the 1700 block of 105th 
Avenue NE, a man pushed 
another man over in his 
chair after they had an ar-
gument about whose soc-
cer team had the right to 
use a field and the man sit-
ting done made a comment 
about the other team always 
losing to theirs. The man 
who pushed the other man 
that was sitting down was 
issued a citation for assault.

• On June 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
in the 9070 block of Terrace 
Road NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 16 at 8:15 p.m. 
in the 9130 block of Peters-
burg Street NE, a man was 
arrested for assaulting a 
woman.

• On June 18 at 7:06 p.m. 
in the 10100 block of Taylor 
Street NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 18 at 9:27 p.m. 
in the 590 block of 100th 
Court NE, a man was ar-
rested for assaulting his son.

• On June 19 at 10:46 
p.m. in the 12500 block of 
Quemoy Street NE. a man 
was arrested for assaulting 

his wife.
DWIs

• On June 16 at 8:59 p.m. 
in the 12400 block of Ab-
erdeen Street NE, a man 
passed out behind the wheel 
of a vehicle was arrested for 
DWI.

Miscellaneous
• On June 14 at 4:11 p.m. 

in the 10300 block of Cen-
tral Avenue NE. a man be-
ing arrested for burglary of 
a business was found to have 
Schedule 2 prescription pills 
and marijuana on him.

• On June 14 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the 380 block of North-
town Drive NE, two people 
were arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance 
and drug paraphernalia.

• On June 15 at 2:18 a.m. 
in the 200 block of Bengal 
Drive NE, an officer found a 
woman lying on a bike trail, 
who said she fell off  her 
bike. She had a pipe com-
monly that had residue in-
side that tested positive for 
meth. She was arrested and 
booked on a probable felony 
drug possession charge.

• On June 15 at 3:33 a.m. 
at the intersection of High-
way 10 NE and Central Av-
enue NE, an officer found 
needles, pills and a sub-
stance that tested positive 
for meth inside a vehicle. 
Two people were arrested.

• On June 19 at 7:26 p.m. 
at the intersection of Able 
Street NE and County Road 
10 NE, a man who had been 
stopped for not wearing his 
seat belt fled on foot and 
was stopped a few blocks 
away. Police located a black 
case containing meth. The 
man was arrested.

A public service of  this newspaper

Few gifts actually improve with age.
Your bank sells one of them.

Drinking and Driving:
A Disaster

Waiting to Happen
When you head out to celebrate this weekend, 

use your head.  
If you plan to drink alcohol,

you can avoid a disaster by appointing
a designated driver, 

calling a cab or using public transportation.

By Elyse Kaner
Staff Writer
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Around Anoka County

District 16 School Board discusses fees and branding
by Elyse Kaner
Staff  Writer

In a continuous improve-
ment effort, the Spring Lake 
Park District 16 School 
Board looked into student 
fees for athletics and activi-
ties and district branding at 
its June 25 work session.

“We don’t anticipate any 
changes in fees for this fall,” 
Superintendent Jeff  Ronne-
berg said in a phone interview.

At the work session, 
Ronneberg offered fee com-
parisons of area districts, 
with District 16 falling “in 
the middle” range, he said.

Currently, District 16’s 
fees are lower than a major-
ity of neighboring districts, 
including Anoka-Hennepin, 

Centennial and Mounds 
View. District 16’s fees are 
higher than Fridley’s, ac-
cording to Ronneberg. 

SLP students now pay a 
$200 participation fee for 
their first sport, $150 for the 
second and $125 for a third 
sport.

Activity fees, such as 
marching band or partici-
pating in the school musi-
cal, are $50 per activity.

Students receiving free or 
reduced lunches qualify for 
free or reduced sports and 
activity fees.

The fees structure has not 
been revisited, probably since 
early 2000, Ronneberg said.

“Athletics and activities 
provide a window into our 
district,” Ronneberg said.

Parking fees were also dis-
cussed at the work session. 

“That will likely be low-
ered,” Ronneberg said in the 
phone interview. 

Spring Lake Park now 
charges an annual fee of 
$70 per trimester for park-
ing in the school’s lots. 

By comparison, the neigh-
boring Mounds View and 
Irondale high schools’ park-
ing fees are $225 annually.

A total of 243 annual 
permits were sold to Spring 
Lake Park students this 
year, said Colleen Peder-
son, director of District 16’s 
community education.

“This is an area where 
we can provide a little relief  
and build some good will,” 
Boardmember Jim Amund-
son said.

The district plans to set 
up a community task force 
focusing on student activi-
ties. The idea is to partner 
with booster clubs, to in-
crease student enrollment 
in activities, examine fee 
structures and to enhance 
partnerships with Panther 
youth sports. More specific 
information will be avail-
able this fall.

“The good news is we 
continue to see an increased 
level of involvement in ac-
tivities,” Ronneberg said.

Branding
District 16 continues to 

strive for a consistency in 
branding.

Boardmember Marilyn 
Forsberg held up Spring 
Lake Park brochures from a 
variety of district programs.

“They don’t look like 
they were from the same 
place,” she said. “I’m won-
dering if  we need to do 
something that is more 
consistent, that we become 
more recognizable.”

“It’s actually been a fo-
cus for the last couple of 
few years,” Ronneberg said, 
but “it’s not where we want 
it to be.”

Further, the group spoke 
about maintaining a consis-
tency in its logo and print 
on T-shirts and athletic ap-
parel. Forsberg noted dis-
tricts that have logos on 
third grade T-shirts. When 
students attend fourth-
grade at a different build-
ing, the logo remains the 
same. “It seems to me, that 
parents would really appre-

ciate that, gee, I don’t have 
to throw away my elemen-
tary shirt, ...it can be worn 
again next year,” she said. 

Most district letterheads 
now have a similar logo of 
three students with arms 
outstretched and standing 
by a tree,

“The trees they have 
work well for a newsletter 
or a letterhead, but they 
don’t work well for a letter 
jacket,” Ronneberg said.

Ronneberg said the next 
step would be to look at con-
sistency in the area of sports 
and athletics branding. 

The work session was for 
informational purposes only. 
No decisions were made. 

Elyse Kaner is at  
elyse.kaner@ecm-inc.com

Huff named new 
director of Free2B!

Jim Huff

Free To Be, Inc. has 
named Jim Huff as its new 
executive director. 

Huff joined the Free To 
Be team June 17. 

Educated at Clinton Col-
lege in upstate New York, 
Huff brings more than 25 
years of nonprofit leader-
ship experience to the orga-
nization, including several 
years as an active Free To 
Be, Inc. board member.

Specializing in business 
development and market-
ing, Huff has a proven track 
record for consistently de-
livering exceptional results, 
building cohesive working 
relationships, engaging in 
strategic and organizational 
planning and executing fi-
duciary accountability, ac-
cording to James Kugler, 

president, Free To Be Board 
of Directors.

“He credits his family as 
the source of his uncompro-
mising and passionate com-
mitment to helping others,” 
Kugler said. 

Huff’s father was a min-
ister and prison chaplain; 
his mother volunteered her 
time to the inmates’ fami-
lies. 

Huff and his wife have 
two grown children, includ-
ing a daughter who has a 
developmental disability. 

Between his personal 
and professional lives, Jim 
has spent more than 30 
years improving the lives of 
people with disabilities, Ku-
gler said. 

Huff is an active member 

of the Twin Cities North 
and MetroNorth chambers 
of commerce, Toastmas-
ters International, Business 
Networking International 
and various other business 
and networking groups. 

“We welcome his expe-
rience and look forward 
to his years of leadership,” 
Kugler said.

Blaine Police RePoRts
Theft, Burglary

• On June 15 at 8:09 p.m. 
in the 9850 block of Polk 
Street NE, a man called to 
report that another man 
had stolen a surveillance 
system camera.

• On June 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the 1860 block of 117th Av-
enue NE, a fraud situation 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 12:28 p.m. 
in the 450 block of Pleasure 
Creek NE, an identity theft 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 580 block of North-
town Drive NE, it was re-
ported that a thief  who 
stole wallet from a purse 
used three credit cards at 
businesses.

• On June 18 at 7:55 a.m. 
in the 700 block of 89th Av-
enue NE, it was reported 
that power tools were stolen 
from a construction site.

• On June 18 at 9:23 a.m. 
in the 2200 block of 107th 
Lane NE, a trailer theft was 
reported.

• On June 19 at 8:36 a.m. 
in the 1410 block of 90th 
Lane NE, it was reported 
that someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole a 
backpack that contained a 
Dell laptop computer.

• On June 19 at 11:31 
a.m. in the 11500 block of 
Ulysses Street NE, theft of 
materials from a job site 
was reported.

• On June 20 at 9:43 p.m. 
in the 8560 block of Central 
Avenue NE, a bicycle theft 
was reported.
Criminal Property Damage

• On June 14 at 2:30 a.m. 

at the intersection of Polk 
Street NE and 99th Avenue 
NE, a smashed vehicle win-
dow was reported.

• On June 15 at 11:13 
p.m. in the 12900 block of 
Taylor Street NE, it was 
reported that someone had 
driven through a yard and 
garden two separate times 
over the last day.

• On June 16 at 1:08 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Ulyss-
es Street NE, a smashed ve-
hicle window was reported.

Assaults
• On June 15 at 7:39 p.m. 

in the 1700 block of 105th 
Avenue NE, a man pushed 
another man over in his 
chair after they had an ar-
gument about whose soc-
cer team had the right to 
use a field and the man sit-
ting done made a comment 
about the other team always 
losing to theirs. The man 
who pushed the other man 
that was sitting down was 
issued a citation for assault.

• On June 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
in the 9070 block of Terrace 
Road NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 16 at 8:15 p.m. 
in the 9130 block of Peters-
burg Street NE, a man was 
arrested for assaulting a 
woman.

• On June 18 at 7:06 p.m. 
in the 10100 block of Taylor 
Street NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 18 at 9:27 p.m. 
in the 590 block of 100th 
Court NE, a man was ar-
rested for assaulting his son.

• On June 19 at 10:46 
p.m. in the 12500 block of 
Quemoy Street NE. a man 
was arrested for assaulting 

his wife.
DWIs

• On June 16 at 8:59 p.m. 
in the 12400 block of Ab-
erdeen Street NE, a man 
passed out behind the wheel 
of a vehicle was arrested for 
DWI.

Miscellaneous
• On June 14 at 4:11 p.m. 

in the 10300 block of Cen-
tral Avenue NE. a man be-
ing arrested for burglary of 
a business was found to have 
Schedule 2 prescription pills 
and marijuana on him.

• On June 14 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the 380 block of North-
town Drive NE, two people 
were arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance 
and drug paraphernalia.

• On June 15 at 2:18 a.m. 
in the 200 block of Bengal 
Drive NE, an officer found a 
woman lying on a bike trail, 
who said she fell off  her 
bike. She had a pipe com-
monly that had residue in-
side that tested positive for 
meth. She was arrested and 
booked on a probable felony 
drug possession charge.

• On June 15 at 3:33 a.m. 
at the intersection of High-
way 10 NE and Central Av-
enue NE, an officer found 
needles, pills and a sub-
stance that tested positive 
for meth inside a vehicle. 
Two people were arrested.

• On June 19 at 7:26 p.m. 
at the intersection of Able 
Street NE and County Road 
10 NE, a man who had been 
stopped for not wearing his 
seat belt fled on foot and 
was stopped a few blocks 
away. Police located a black 
case containing meth. The 
man was arrested.

A public service of  this newspaper

Few gifts actually improve with age.
Your bank sells one of them.

Drinking and Driving:
A Disaster

Waiting to Happen
When you head out to celebrate this weekend, 

use your head.  
If you plan to drink alcohol,

you can avoid a disaster by appointing
a designated driver, 

calling a cab or using public transportation.

By Elyse Kaner
Staff Writer
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Around Anoka County

District 16 School Board discusses fees and branding
by Elyse Kaner
Staff  Writer

In a continuous improve-
ment effort, the Spring Lake 
Park District 16 School 
Board looked into student 
fees for athletics and activi-
ties and district branding at 
its June 25 work session.

“We don’t anticipate any 
changes in fees for this fall,” 
Superintendent Jeff  Ronne-
berg said in a phone interview.

At the work session, 
Ronneberg offered fee com-
parisons of area districts, 
with District 16 falling “in 
the middle” range, he said.

Currently, District 16’s 
fees are lower than a major-
ity of neighboring districts, 
including Anoka-Hennepin, 

Centennial and Mounds 
View. District 16’s fees are 
higher than Fridley’s, ac-
cording to Ronneberg. 

SLP students now pay a 
$200 participation fee for 
their first sport, $150 for the 
second and $125 for a third 
sport.

Activity fees, such as 
marching band or partici-
pating in the school musi-
cal, are $50 per activity.

Students receiving free or 
reduced lunches qualify for 
free or reduced sports and 
activity fees.

The fees structure has not 
been revisited, probably since 
early 2000, Ronneberg said.

“Athletics and activities 
provide a window into our 
district,” Ronneberg said.

Parking fees were also dis-
cussed at the work session. 

“That will likely be low-
ered,” Ronneberg said in the 
phone interview. 

Spring Lake Park now 
charges an annual fee of 
$70 per trimester for park-
ing in the school’s lots. 

By comparison, the neigh-
boring Mounds View and 
Irondale high schools’ park-
ing fees are $225 annually.

A total of 243 annual 
permits were sold to Spring 
Lake Park students this 
year, said Colleen Peder-
son, director of District 16’s 
community education.

“This is an area where 
we can provide a little relief  
and build some good will,” 
Boardmember Jim Amund-
son said.

The district plans to set 
up a community task force 
focusing on student activi-
ties. The idea is to partner 
with booster clubs, to in-
crease student enrollment 
in activities, examine fee 
structures and to enhance 
partnerships with Panther 
youth sports. More specific 
information will be avail-
able this fall.

“The good news is we 
continue to see an increased 
level of involvement in ac-
tivities,” Ronneberg said.

Branding
District 16 continues to 

strive for a consistency in 
branding.

Boardmember Marilyn 
Forsberg held up Spring 
Lake Park brochures from a 
variety of district programs.

“They don’t look like 
they were from the same 
place,” she said. “I’m won-
dering if  we need to do 
something that is more 
consistent, that we become 
more recognizable.”

“It’s actually been a fo-
cus for the last couple of 
few years,” Ronneberg said, 
but “it’s not where we want 
it to be.”

Further, the group spoke 
about maintaining a consis-
tency in its logo and print 
on T-shirts and athletic ap-
parel. Forsberg noted dis-
tricts that have logos on 
third grade T-shirts. When 
students attend fourth-
grade at a different build-
ing, the logo remains the 
same. “It seems to me, that 
parents would really appre-

ciate that, gee, I don’t have 
to throw away my elemen-
tary shirt, ...it can be worn 
again next year,” she said. 

Most district letterheads 
now have a similar logo of 
three students with arms 
outstretched and standing 
by a tree,

“The trees they have 
work well for a newsletter 
or a letterhead, but they 
don’t work well for a letter 
jacket,” Ronneberg said.

Ronneberg said the next 
step would be to look at con-
sistency in the area of sports 
and athletics branding. 

The work session was for 
informational purposes only. 
No decisions were made. 

Elyse Kaner is at  
elyse.kaner@ecm-inc.com

Huff named new 
director of Free2B!

Jim Huff

Free To Be, Inc. has 
named Jim Huff as its new 
executive director. 

Huff joined the Free To 
Be team June 17. 

Educated at Clinton Col-
lege in upstate New York, 
Huff brings more than 25 
years of nonprofit leader-
ship experience to the orga-
nization, including several 
years as an active Free To 
Be, Inc. board member.

Specializing in business 
development and market-
ing, Huff has a proven track 
record for consistently de-
livering exceptional results, 
building cohesive working 
relationships, engaging in 
strategic and organizational 
planning and executing fi-
duciary accountability, ac-
cording to James Kugler, 

president, Free To Be Board 
of Directors.

“He credits his family as 
the source of his uncompro-
mising and passionate com-
mitment to helping others,” 
Kugler said. 

Huff’s father was a min-
ister and prison chaplain; 
his mother volunteered her 
time to the inmates’ fami-
lies. 

Huff and his wife have 
two grown children, includ-
ing a daughter who has a 
developmental disability. 

Between his personal 
and professional lives, Jim 
has spent more than 30 
years improving the lives of 
people with disabilities, Ku-
gler said. 

Huff is an active member 

of the Twin Cities North 
and MetroNorth chambers 
of commerce, Toastmas-
ters International, Business 
Networking International 
and various other business 
and networking groups. 

“We welcome his expe-
rience and look forward 
to his years of leadership,” 
Kugler said.

Blaine Police RePoRts
Theft, Burglary

• On June 15 at 8:09 p.m. 
in the 9850 block of Polk 
Street NE, a man called to 
report that another man 
had stolen a surveillance 
system camera.

• On June 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the 1860 block of 117th Av-
enue NE, a fraud situation 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 12:28 p.m. 
in the 450 block of Pleasure 
Creek NE, an identity theft 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 580 block of North-
town Drive NE, it was re-
ported that a thief  who 
stole wallet from a purse 
used three credit cards at 
businesses.

• On June 18 at 7:55 a.m. 
in the 700 block of 89th Av-
enue NE, it was reported 
that power tools were stolen 
from a construction site.

• On June 18 at 9:23 a.m. 
in the 2200 block of 107th 
Lane NE, a trailer theft was 
reported.

• On June 19 at 8:36 a.m. 
in the 1410 block of 90th 
Lane NE, it was reported 
that someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole a 
backpack that contained a 
Dell laptop computer.

• On June 19 at 11:31 
a.m. in the 11500 block of 
Ulysses Street NE, theft of 
materials from a job site 
was reported.

• On June 20 at 9:43 p.m. 
in the 8560 block of Central 
Avenue NE, a bicycle theft 
was reported.
Criminal Property Damage

• On June 14 at 2:30 a.m. 

at the intersection of Polk 
Street NE and 99th Avenue 
NE, a smashed vehicle win-
dow was reported.

• On June 15 at 11:13 
p.m. in the 12900 block of 
Taylor Street NE, it was 
reported that someone had 
driven through a yard and 
garden two separate times 
over the last day.

• On June 16 at 1:08 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Ulyss-
es Street NE, a smashed ve-
hicle window was reported.

Assaults
• On June 15 at 7:39 p.m. 

in the 1700 block of 105th 
Avenue NE, a man pushed 
another man over in his 
chair after they had an ar-
gument about whose soc-
cer team had the right to 
use a field and the man sit-
ting done made a comment 
about the other team always 
losing to theirs. The man 
who pushed the other man 
that was sitting down was 
issued a citation for assault.

• On June 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
in the 9070 block of Terrace 
Road NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 16 at 8:15 p.m. 
in the 9130 block of Peters-
burg Street NE, a man was 
arrested for assaulting a 
woman.

• On June 18 at 7:06 p.m. 
in the 10100 block of Taylor 
Street NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 18 at 9:27 p.m. 
in the 590 block of 100th 
Court NE, a man was ar-
rested for assaulting his son.

• On June 19 at 10:46 
p.m. in the 12500 block of 
Quemoy Street NE. a man 
was arrested for assaulting 

his wife.
DWIs

• On June 16 at 8:59 p.m. 
in the 12400 block of Ab-
erdeen Street NE, a man 
passed out behind the wheel 
of a vehicle was arrested for 
DWI.

Miscellaneous
• On June 14 at 4:11 p.m. 

in the 10300 block of Cen-
tral Avenue NE. a man be-
ing arrested for burglary of 
a business was found to have 
Schedule 2 prescription pills 
and marijuana on him.

• On June 14 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the 380 block of North-
town Drive NE, two people 
were arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance 
and drug paraphernalia.

• On June 15 at 2:18 a.m. 
in the 200 block of Bengal 
Drive NE, an officer found a 
woman lying on a bike trail, 
who said she fell off  her 
bike. She had a pipe com-
monly that had residue in-
side that tested positive for 
meth. She was arrested and 
booked on a probable felony 
drug possession charge.

• On June 15 at 3:33 a.m. 
at the intersection of High-
way 10 NE and Central Av-
enue NE, an officer found 
needles, pills and a sub-
stance that tested positive 
for meth inside a vehicle. 
Two people were arrested.

• On June 19 at 7:26 p.m. 
at the intersection of Able 
Street NE and County Road 
10 NE, a man who had been 
stopped for not wearing his 
seat belt fled on foot and 
was stopped a few blocks 
away. Police located a black 
case containing meth. The 
man was arrested.

A public service of  this newspaper

Few gifts actually improve with age.
Your bank sells one of them.

Drinking and Driving:
A Disaster

Waiting to Happen
When you head out to celebrate this weekend, 

use your head.  
If you plan to drink alcohol,

you can avoid a disaster by appointing
a designated driver, 

calling a cab or using public transportation.

By Elyse Kaner
Staff Writer
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Around Anoka County

District 16 School Board discusses fees and branding
by Elyse Kaner
Staff  Writer

In a continuous improve-
ment effort, the Spring Lake 
Park District 16 School 
Board looked into student 
fees for athletics and activi-
ties and district branding at 
its June 25 work session.

“We don’t anticipate any 
changes in fees for this fall,” 
Superintendent Jeff  Ronne-
berg said in a phone interview.

At the work session, 
Ronneberg offered fee com-
parisons of area districts, 
with District 16 falling “in 
the middle” range, he said.

Currently, District 16’s 
fees are lower than a major-
ity of neighboring districts, 
including Anoka-Hennepin, 

Centennial and Mounds 
View. District 16’s fees are 
higher than Fridley’s, ac-
cording to Ronneberg. 

SLP students now pay a 
$200 participation fee for 
their first sport, $150 for the 
second and $125 for a third 
sport.

Activity fees, such as 
marching band or partici-
pating in the school musi-
cal, are $50 per activity.

Students receiving free or 
reduced lunches qualify for 
free or reduced sports and 
activity fees.

The fees structure has not 
been revisited, probably since 
early 2000, Ronneberg said.

“Athletics and activities 
provide a window into our 
district,” Ronneberg said.

Parking fees were also dis-
cussed at the work session. 

“That will likely be low-
ered,” Ronneberg said in the 
phone interview. 

Spring Lake Park now 
charges an annual fee of 
$70 per trimester for park-
ing in the school’s lots. 

By comparison, the neigh-
boring Mounds View and 
Irondale high schools’ park-
ing fees are $225 annually.

A total of 243 annual 
permits were sold to Spring 
Lake Park students this 
year, said Colleen Peder-
son, director of District 16’s 
community education.

“This is an area where 
we can provide a little relief  
and build some good will,” 
Boardmember Jim Amund-
son said.

The district plans to set 
up a community task force 
focusing on student activi-
ties. The idea is to partner 
with booster clubs, to in-
crease student enrollment 
in activities, examine fee 
structures and to enhance 
partnerships with Panther 
youth sports. More specific 
information will be avail-
able this fall.

“The good news is we 
continue to see an increased 
level of involvement in ac-
tivities,” Ronneberg said.

Branding
District 16 continues to 

strive for a consistency in 
branding.

Boardmember Marilyn 
Forsberg held up Spring 
Lake Park brochures from a 
variety of district programs.

“They don’t look like 
they were from the same 
place,” she said. “I’m won-
dering if  we need to do 
something that is more 
consistent, that we become 
more recognizable.”

“It’s actually been a fo-
cus for the last couple of 
few years,” Ronneberg said, 
but “it’s not where we want 
it to be.”

Further, the group spoke 
about maintaining a consis-
tency in its logo and print 
on T-shirts and athletic ap-
parel. Forsberg noted dis-
tricts that have logos on 
third grade T-shirts. When 
students attend fourth-
grade at a different build-
ing, the logo remains the 
same. “It seems to me, that 
parents would really appre-

ciate that, gee, I don’t have 
to throw away my elemen-
tary shirt, ...it can be worn 
again next year,” she said. 

Most district letterheads 
now have a similar logo of 
three students with arms 
outstretched and standing 
by a tree,

“The trees they have 
work well for a newsletter 
or a letterhead, but they 
don’t work well for a letter 
jacket,” Ronneberg said.

Ronneberg said the next 
step would be to look at con-
sistency in the area of sports 
and athletics branding. 

The work session was for 
informational purposes only. 
No decisions were made. 

Elyse Kaner is at  
elyse.kaner@ecm-inc.com

Huff named new 
director of Free2B!

Jim Huff

Free To Be, Inc. has 
named Jim Huff as its new 
executive director. 

Huff joined the Free To 
Be team June 17. 

Educated at Clinton Col-
lege in upstate New York, 
Huff brings more than 25 
years of nonprofit leader-
ship experience to the orga-
nization, including several 
years as an active Free To 
Be, Inc. board member.

Specializing in business 
development and market-
ing, Huff has a proven track 
record for consistently de-
livering exceptional results, 
building cohesive working 
relationships, engaging in 
strategic and organizational 
planning and executing fi-
duciary accountability, ac-
cording to James Kugler, 

president, Free To Be Board 
of Directors.

“He credits his family as 
the source of his uncompro-
mising and passionate com-
mitment to helping others,” 
Kugler said. 

Huff’s father was a min-
ister and prison chaplain; 
his mother volunteered her 
time to the inmates’ fami-
lies. 

Huff and his wife have 
two grown children, includ-
ing a daughter who has a 
developmental disability. 

Between his personal 
and professional lives, Jim 
has spent more than 30 
years improving the lives of 
people with disabilities, Ku-
gler said. 

Huff is an active member 

of the Twin Cities North 
and MetroNorth chambers 
of commerce, Toastmas-
ters International, Business 
Networking International 
and various other business 
and networking groups. 

“We welcome his expe-
rience and look forward 
to his years of leadership,” 
Kugler said.

Blaine Police RePoRts
Theft, Burglary

• On June 15 at 8:09 p.m. 
in the 9850 block of Polk 
Street NE, a man called to 
report that another man 
had stolen a surveillance 
system camera.

• On June 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the 1860 block of 117th Av-
enue NE, a fraud situation 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 12:28 p.m. 
in the 450 block of Pleasure 
Creek NE, an identity theft 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 580 block of North-
town Drive NE, it was re-
ported that a thief  who 
stole wallet from a purse 
used three credit cards at 
businesses.

• On June 18 at 7:55 a.m. 
in the 700 block of 89th Av-
enue NE, it was reported 
that power tools were stolen 
from a construction site.

• On June 18 at 9:23 a.m. 
in the 2200 block of 107th 
Lane NE, a trailer theft was 
reported.

• On June 19 at 8:36 a.m. 
in the 1410 block of 90th 
Lane NE, it was reported 
that someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole a 
backpack that contained a 
Dell laptop computer.

• On June 19 at 11:31 
a.m. in the 11500 block of 
Ulysses Street NE, theft of 
materials from a job site 
was reported.

• On June 20 at 9:43 p.m. 
in the 8560 block of Central 
Avenue NE, a bicycle theft 
was reported.
Criminal Property Damage

• On June 14 at 2:30 a.m. 

at the intersection of Polk 
Street NE and 99th Avenue 
NE, a smashed vehicle win-
dow was reported.

• On June 15 at 11:13 
p.m. in the 12900 block of 
Taylor Street NE, it was 
reported that someone had 
driven through a yard and 
garden two separate times 
over the last day.

• On June 16 at 1:08 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Ulyss-
es Street NE, a smashed ve-
hicle window was reported.

Assaults
• On June 15 at 7:39 p.m. 

in the 1700 block of 105th 
Avenue NE, a man pushed 
another man over in his 
chair after they had an ar-
gument about whose soc-
cer team had the right to 
use a field and the man sit-
ting done made a comment 
about the other team always 
losing to theirs. The man 
who pushed the other man 
that was sitting down was 
issued a citation for assault.

• On June 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
in the 9070 block of Terrace 
Road NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 16 at 8:15 p.m. 
in the 9130 block of Peters-
burg Street NE, a man was 
arrested for assaulting a 
woman.

• On June 18 at 7:06 p.m. 
in the 10100 block of Taylor 
Street NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 18 at 9:27 p.m. 
in the 590 block of 100th 
Court NE, a man was ar-
rested for assaulting his son.

• On June 19 at 10:46 
p.m. in the 12500 block of 
Quemoy Street NE. a man 
was arrested for assaulting 

his wife.
DWIs

• On June 16 at 8:59 p.m. 
in the 12400 block of Ab-
erdeen Street NE, a man 
passed out behind the wheel 
of a vehicle was arrested for 
DWI.

Miscellaneous
• On June 14 at 4:11 p.m. 

in the 10300 block of Cen-
tral Avenue NE. a man be-
ing arrested for burglary of 
a business was found to have 
Schedule 2 prescription pills 
and marijuana on him.

• On June 14 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the 380 block of North-
town Drive NE, two people 
were arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance 
and drug paraphernalia.

• On June 15 at 2:18 a.m. 
in the 200 block of Bengal 
Drive NE, an officer found a 
woman lying on a bike trail, 
who said she fell off  her 
bike. She had a pipe com-
monly that had residue in-
side that tested positive for 
meth. She was arrested and 
booked on a probable felony 
drug possession charge.

• On June 15 at 3:33 a.m. 
at the intersection of High-
way 10 NE and Central Av-
enue NE, an officer found 
needles, pills and a sub-
stance that tested positive 
for meth inside a vehicle. 
Two people were arrested.

• On June 19 at 7:26 p.m. 
at the intersection of Able 
Street NE and County Road 
10 NE, a man who had been 
stopped for not wearing his 
seat belt fled on foot and 
was stopped a few blocks 
away. Police located a black 
case containing meth. The 
man was arrested.

A public service of  this newspaper

Few gifts actually improve with age.
Your bank sells one of them.

Drinking and Driving:
A Disaster

Waiting to Happen
When you head out to celebrate this weekend, 

use your head.  
If you plan to drink alcohol,

you can avoid a disaster by appointing
a designated driver, 

calling a cab or using public transportation.

By Elyse Kaner
Staff Writer
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Around Anoka County

District 16 School Board discusses fees and branding
by Elyse Kaner
Staff  Writer

In a continuous improve-
ment effort, the Spring Lake 
Park District 16 School 
Board looked into student 
fees for athletics and activi-
ties and district branding at 
its June 25 work session.

“We don’t anticipate any 
changes in fees for this fall,” 
Superintendent Jeff  Ronne-
berg said in a phone interview.

At the work session, 
Ronneberg offered fee com-
parisons of area districts, 
with District 16 falling “in 
the middle” range, he said.

Currently, District 16’s 
fees are lower than a major-
ity of neighboring districts, 
including Anoka-Hennepin, 

Centennial and Mounds 
View. District 16’s fees are 
higher than Fridley’s, ac-
cording to Ronneberg. 

SLP students now pay a 
$200 participation fee for 
their first sport, $150 for the 
second and $125 for a third 
sport.

Activity fees, such as 
marching band or partici-
pating in the school musi-
cal, are $50 per activity.

Students receiving free or 
reduced lunches qualify for 
free or reduced sports and 
activity fees.

The fees structure has not 
been revisited, probably since 
early 2000, Ronneberg said.

“Athletics and activities 
provide a window into our 
district,” Ronneberg said.

Parking fees were also dis-
cussed at the work session. 

“That will likely be low-
ered,” Ronneberg said in the 
phone interview. 

Spring Lake Park now 
charges an annual fee of 
$70 per trimester for park-
ing in the school’s lots. 

By comparison, the neigh-
boring Mounds View and 
Irondale high schools’ park-
ing fees are $225 annually.

A total of 243 annual 
permits were sold to Spring 
Lake Park students this 
year, said Colleen Peder-
son, director of District 16’s 
community education.

“This is an area where 
we can provide a little relief  
and build some good will,” 
Boardmember Jim Amund-
son said.

The district plans to set 
up a community task force 
focusing on student activi-
ties. The idea is to partner 
with booster clubs, to in-
crease student enrollment 
in activities, examine fee 
structures and to enhance 
partnerships with Panther 
youth sports. More specific 
information will be avail-
able this fall.

“The good news is we 
continue to see an increased 
level of involvement in ac-
tivities,” Ronneberg said.

Branding
District 16 continues to 

strive for a consistency in 
branding.

Boardmember Marilyn 
Forsberg held up Spring 
Lake Park brochures from a 
variety of district programs.

“They don’t look like 
they were from the same 
place,” she said. “I’m won-
dering if  we need to do 
something that is more 
consistent, that we become 
more recognizable.”

“It’s actually been a fo-
cus for the last couple of 
few years,” Ronneberg said, 
but “it’s not where we want 
it to be.”

Further, the group spoke 
about maintaining a consis-
tency in its logo and print 
on T-shirts and athletic ap-
parel. Forsberg noted dis-
tricts that have logos on 
third grade T-shirts. When 
students attend fourth-
grade at a different build-
ing, the logo remains the 
same. “It seems to me, that 
parents would really appre-

ciate that, gee, I don’t have 
to throw away my elemen-
tary shirt, ...it can be worn 
again next year,” she said. 

Most district letterheads 
now have a similar logo of 
three students with arms 
outstretched and standing 
by a tree,

“The trees they have 
work well for a newsletter 
or a letterhead, but they 
don’t work well for a letter 
jacket,” Ronneberg said.

Ronneberg said the next 
step would be to look at con-
sistency in the area of sports 
and athletics branding. 

The work session was for 
informational purposes only. 
No decisions were made. 

Elyse Kaner is at  
elyse.kaner@ecm-inc.com

Huff named new 
director of Free2B!

Jim Huff

Free To Be, Inc. has 
named Jim Huff as its new 
executive director. 

Huff joined the Free To 
Be team June 17. 

Educated at Clinton Col-
lege in upstate New York, 
Huff brings more than 25 
years of nonprofit leader-
ship experience to the orga-
nization, including several 
years as an active Free To 
Be, Inc. board member.

Specializing in business 
development and market-
ing, Huff has a proven track 
record for consistently de-
livering exceptional results, 
building cohesive working 
relationships, engaging in 
strategic and organizational 
planning and executing fi-
duciary accountability, ac-
cording to James Kugler, 

president, Free To Be Board 
of Directors.

“He credits his family as 
the source of his uncompro-
mising and passionate com-
mitment to helping others,” 
Kugler said. 

Huff’s father was a min-
ister and prison chaplain; 
his mother volunteered her 
time to the inmates’ fami-
lies. 

Huff and his wife have 
two grown children, includ-
ing a daughter who has a 
developmental disability. 

Between his personal 
and professional lives, Jim 
has spent more than 30 
years improving the lives of 
people with disabilities, Ku-
gler said. 

Huff is an active member 

of the Twin Cities North 
and MetroNorth chambers 
of commerce, Toastmas-
ters International, Business 
Networking International 
and various other business 
and networking groups. 

“We welcome his expe-
rience and look forward 
to his years of leadership,” 
Kugler said.

Blaine Police RePoRts
Theft, Burglary

• On June 15 at 8:09 p.m. 
in the 9850 block of Polk 
Street NE, a man called to 
report that another man 
had stolen a surveillance 
system camera.

• On June 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the 1860 block of 117th Av-
enue NE, a fraud situation 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 12:28 p.m. 
in the 450 block of Pleasure 
Creek NE, an identity theft 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 580 block of North-
town Drive NE, it was re-
ported that a thief  who 
stole wallet from a purse 
used three credit cards at 
businesses.

• On June 18 at 7:55 a.m. 
in the 700 block of 89th Av-
enue NE, it was reported 
that power tools were stolen 
from a construction site.

• On June 18 at 9:23 a.m. 
in the 2200 block of 107th 
Lane NE, a trailer theft was 
reported.

• On June 19 at 8:36 a.m. 
in the 1410 block of 90th 
Lane NE, it was reported 
that someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole a 
backpack that contained a 
Dell laptop computer.

• On June 19 at 11:31 
a.m. in the 11500 block of 
Ulysses Street NE, theft of 
materials from a job site 
was reported.

• On June 20 at 9:43 p.m. 
in the 8560 block of Central 
Avenue NE, a bicycle theft 
was reported.
Criminal Property Damage

• On June 14 at 2:30 a.m. 

at the intersection of Polk 
Street NE and 99th Avenue 
NE, a smashed vehicle win-
dow was reported.

• On June 15 at 11:13 
p.m. in the 12900 block of 
Taylor Street NE, it was 
reported that someone had 
driven through a yard and 
garden two separate times 
over the last day.

• On June 16 at 1:08 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Ulyss-
es Street NE, a smashed ve-
hicle window was reported.

Assaults
• On June 15 at 7:39 p.m. 

in the 1700 block of 105th 
Avenue NE, a man pushed 
another man over in his 
chair after they had an ar-
gument about whose soc-
cer team had the right to 
use a field and the man sit-
ting done made a comment 
about the other team always 
losing to theirs. The man 
who pushed the other man 
that was sitting down was 
issued a citation for assault.

• On June 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
in the 9070 block of Terrace 
Road NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 16 at 8:15 p.m. 
in the 9130 block of Peters-
burg Street NE, a man was 
arrested for assaulting a 
woman.

• On June 18 at 7:06 p.m. 
in the 10100 block of Taylor 
Street NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 18 at 9:27 p.m. 
in the 590 block of 100th 
Court NE, a man was ar-
rested for assaulting his son.

• On June 19 at 10:46 
p.m. in the 12500 block of 
Quemoy Street NE. a man 
was arrested for assaulting 

his wife.
DWIs

• On June 16 at 8:59 p.m. 
in the 12400 block of Ab-
erdeen Street NE, a man 
passed out behind the wheel 
of a vehicle was arrested for 
DWI.

Miscellaneous
• On June 14 at 4:11 p.m. 

in the 10300 block of Cen-
tral Avenue NE. a man be-
ing arrested for burglary of 
a business was found to have 
Schedule 2 prescription pills 
and marijuana on him.

• On June 14 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the 380 block of North-
town Drive NE, two people 
were arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance 
and drug paraphernalia.

• On June 15 at 2:18 a.m. 
in the 200 block of Bengal 
Drive NE, an officer found a 
woman lying on a bike trail, 
who said she fell off  her 
bike. She had a pipe com-
monly that had residue in-
side that tested positive for 
meth. She was arrested and 
booked on a probable felony 
drug possession charge.

• On June 15 at 3:33 a.m. 
at the intersection of High-
way 10 NE and Central Av-
enue NE, an officer found 
needles, pills and a sub-
stance that tested positive 
for meth inside a vehicle. 
Two people were arrested.

• On June 19 at 7:26 p.m. 
at the intersection of Able 
Street NE and County Road 
10 NE, a man who had been 
stopped for not wearing his 
seat belt fled on foot and 
was stopped a few blocks 
away. Police located a black 
case containing meth. The 
man was arrested.

A public service of  this newspaper

Few gifts actually improve with age.
Your bank sells one of them.

Drinking and Driving:
A Disaster

Waiting to Happen
When you head out to celebrate this weekend, 

use your head.  
If you plan to drink alcohol,

you can avoid a disaster by appointing
a designated driver, 

calling a cab or using public transportation.

By Elyse Kaner
Staff Writer
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Around Anoka County

District 16 School Board discusses fees and branding
by Elyse Kaner
Staff  Writer

In a continuous improve-
ment effort, the Spring Lake 
Park District 16 School 
Board looked into student 
fees for athletics and activi-
ties and district branding at 
its June 25 work session.

“We don’t anticipate any 
changes in fees for this fall,” 
Superintendent Jeff  Ronne-
berg said in a phone interview.

At the work session, 
Ronneberg offered fee com-
parisons of area districts, 
with District 16 falling “in 
the middle” range, he said.

Currently, District 16’s 
fees are lower than a major-
ity of neighboring districts, 
including Anoka-Hennepin, 

Centennial and Mounds 
View. District 16’s fees are 
higher than Fridley’s, ac-
cording to Ronneberg. 

SLP students now pay a 
$200 participation fee for 
their first sport, $150 for the 
second and $125 for a third 
sport.

Activity fees, such as 
marching band or partici-
pating in the school musi-
cal, are $50 per activity.

Students receiving free or 
reduced lunches qualify for 
free or reduced sports and 
activity fees.

The fees structure has not 
been revisited, probably since 
early 2000, Ronneberg said.

“Athletics and activities 
provide a window into our 
district,” Ronneberg said.

Parking fees were also dis-
cussed at the work session. 

“That will likely be low-
ered,” Ronneberg said in the 
phone interview. 

Spring Lake Park now 
charges an annual fee of 
$70 per trimester for park-
ing in the school’s lots. 

By comparison, the neigh-
boring Mounds View and 
Irondale high schools’ park-
ing fees are $225 annually.

A total of 243 annual 
permits were sold to Spring 
Lake Park students this 
year, said Colleen Peder-
son, director of District 16’s 
community education.

“This is an area where 
we can provide a little relief  
and build some good will,” 
Boardmember Jim Amund-
son said.

The district plans to set 
up a community task force 
focusing on student activi-
ties. The idea is to partner 
with booster clubs, to in-
crease student enrollment 
in activities, examine fee 
structures and to enhance 
partnerships with Panther 
youth sports. More specific 
information will be avail-
able this fall.

“The good news is we 
continue to see an increased 
level of involvement in ac-
tivities,” Ronneberg said.

Branding
District 16 continues to 

strive for a consistency in 
branding.

Boardmember Marilyn 
Forsberg held up Spring 
Lake Park brochures from a 
variety of district programs.

“They don’t look like 
they were from the same 
place,” she said. “I’m won-
dering if  we need to do 
something that is more 
consistent, that we become 
more recognizable.”

“It’s actually been a fo-
cus for the last couple of 
few years,” Ronneberg said, 
but “it’s not where we want 
it to be.”

Further, the group spoke 
about maintaining a consis-
tency in its logo and print 
on T-shirts and athletic ap-
parel. Forsberg noted dis-
tricts that have logos on 
third grade T-shirts. When 
students attend fourth-
grade at a different build-
ing, the logo remains the 
same. “It seems to me, that 
parents would really appre-

ciate that, gee, I don’t have 
to throw away my elemen-
tary shirt, ...it can be worn 
again next year,” she said. 

Most district letterheads 
now have a similar logo of 
three students with arms 
outstretched and standing 
by a tree,

“The trees they have 
work well for a newsletter 
or a letterhead, but they 
don’t work well for a letter 
jacket,” Ronneberg said.

Ronneberg said the next 
step would be to look at con-
sistency in the area of sports 
and athletics branding. 

The work session was for 
informational purposes only. 
No decisions were made. 

Elyse Kaner is at  
elyse.kaner@ecm-inc.com

Huff named new 
director of Free2B!

Jim Huff

Free To Be, Inc. has 
named Jim Huff as its new 
executive director. 

Huff joined the Free To 
Be team June 17. 

Educated at Clinton Col-
lege in upstate New York, 
Huff brings more than 25 
years of nonprofit leader-
ship experience to the orga-
nization, including several 
years as an active Free To 
Be, Inc. board member.

Specializing in business 
development and market-
ing, Huff has a proven track 
record for consistently de-
livering exceptional results, 
building cohesive working 
relationships, engaging in 
strategic and organizational 
planning and executing fi-
duciary accountability, ac-
cording to James Kugler, 

president, Free To Be Board 
of Directors.

“He credits his family as 
the source of his uncompro-
mising and passionate com-
mitment to helping others,” 
Kugler said. 

Huff’s father was a min-
ister and prison chaplain; 
his mother volunteered her 
time to the inmates’ fami-
lies. 

Huff and his wife have 
two grown children, includ-
ing a daughter who has a 
developmental disability. 

Between his personal 
and professional lives, Jim 
has spent more than 30 
years improving the lives of 
people with disabilities, Ku-
gler said. 

Huff is an active member 

of the Twin Cities North 
and MetroNorth chambers 
of commerce, Toastmas-
ters International, Business 
Networking International 
and various other business 
and networking groups. 

“We welcome his expe-
rience and look forward 
to his years of leadership,” 
Kugler said.

Blaine Police RePoRts
Theft, Burglary

• On June 15 at 8:09 p.m. 
in the 9850 block of Polk 
Street NE, a man called to 
report that another man 
had stolen a surveillance 
system camera.

• On June 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the 1860 block of 117th Av-
enue NE, a fraud situation 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 12:28 p.m. 
in the 450 block of Pleasure 
Creek NE, an identity theft 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 580 block of North-
town Drive NE, it was re-
ported that a thief  who 
stole wallet from a purse 
used three credit cards at 
businesses.

• On June 18 at 7:55 a.m. 
in the 700 block of 89th Av-
enue NE, it was reported 
that power tools were stolen 
from a construction site.

• On June 18 at 9:23 a.m. 
in the 2200 block of 107th 
Lane NE, a trailer theft was 
reported.

• On June 19 at 8:36 a.m. 
in the 1410 block of 90th 
Lane NE, it was reported 
that someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole a 
backpack that contained a 
Dell laptop computer.

• On June 19 at 11:31 
a.m. in the 11500 block of 
Ulysses Street NE, theft of 
materials from a job site 
was reported.

• On June 20 at 9:43 p.m. 
in the 8560 block of Central 
Avenue NE, a bicycle theft 
was reported.
Criminal Property Damage

• On June 14 at 2:30 a.m. 

at the intersection of Polk 
Street NE and 99th Avenue 
NE, a smashed vehicle win-
dow was reported.

• On June 15 at 11:13 
p.m. in the 12900 block of 
Taylor Street NE, it was 
reported that someone had 
driven through a yard and 
garden two separate times 
over the last day.

• On June 16 at 1:08 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Ulyss-
es Street NE, a smashed ve-
hicle window was reported.

Assaults
• On June 15 at 7:39 p.m. 

in the 1700 block of 105th 
Avenue NE, a man pushed 
another man over in his 
chair after they had an ar-
gument about whose soc-
cer team had the right to 
use a field and the man sit-
ting done made a comment 
about the other team always 
losing to theirs. The man 
who pushed the other man 
that was sitting down was 
issued a citation for assault.

• On June 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
in the 9070 block of Terrace 
Road NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 16 at 8:15 p.m. 
in the 9130 block of Peters-
burg Street NE, a man was 
arrested for assaulting a 
woman.

• On June 18 at 7:06 p.m. 
in the 10100 block of Taylor 
Street NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 18 at 9:27 p.m. 
in the 590 block of 100th 
Court NE, a man was ar-
rested for assaulting his son.

• On June 19 at 10:46 
p.m. in the 12500 block of 
Quemoy Street NE. a man 
was arrested for assaulting 

his wife.
DWIs

• On June 16 at 8:59 p.m. 
in the 12400 block of Ab-
erdeen Street NE, a man 
passed out behind the wheel 
of a vehicle was arrested for 
DWI.

Miscellaneous
• On June 14 at 4:11 p.m. 

in the 10300 block of Cen-
tral Avenue NE. a man be-
ing arrested for burglary of 
a business was found to have 
Schedule 2 prescription pills 
and marijuana on him.

• On June 14 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the 380 block of North-
town Drive NE, two people 
were arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance 
and drug paraphernalia.

• On June 15 at 2:18 a.m. 
in the 200 block of Bengal 
Drive NE, an officer found a 
woman lying on a bike trail, 
who said she fell off  her 
bike. She had a pipe com-
monly that had residue in-
side that tested positive for 
meth. She was arrested and 
booked on a probable felony 
drug possession charge.

• On June 15 at 3:33 a.m. 
at the intersection of High-
way 10 NE and Central Av-
enue NE, an officer found 
needles, pills and a sub-
stance that tested positive 
for meth inside a vehicle. 
Two people were arrested.

• On June 19 at 7:26 p.m. 
at the intersection of Able 
Street NE and County Road 
10 NE, a man who had been 
stopped for not wearing his 
seat belt fled on foot and 
was stopped a few blocks 
away. Police located a black 
case containing meth. The 
man was arrested.

A public service of  this newspaper

Few gifts actually improve with age.
Your bank sells one of them.

Drinking and Driving:
A Disaster

Waiting to Happen
When you head out to celebrate this weekend, 

use your head.  
If you plan to drink alcohol,

you can avoid a disaster by appointing
a designated driver, 

calling a cab or using public transportation.

By Elyse Kaner
Staff Writer
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Around Anoka County

District 16 School Board discusses fees and branding
by Elyse Kaner
Staff  Writer

In a continuous improve-
ment effort, the Spring Lake 
Park District 16 School 
Board looked into student 
fees for athletics and activi-
ties and district branding at 
its June 25 work session.

“We don’t anticipate any 
changes in fees for this fall,” 
Superintendent Jeff  Ronne-
berg said in a phone interview.

At the work session, 
Ronneberg offered fee com-
parisons of area districts, 
with District 16 falling “in 
the middle” range, he said.

Currently, District 16’s 
fees are lower than a major-
ity of neighboring districts, 
including Anoka-Hennepin, 

Centennial and Mounds 
View. District 16’s fees are 
higher than Fridley’s, ac-
cording to Ronneberg. 

SLP students now pay a 
$200 participation fee for 
their first sport, $150 for the 
second and $125 for a third 
sport.

Activity fees, such as 
marching band or partici-
pating in the school musi-
cal, are $50 per activity.

Students receiving free or 
reduced lunches qualify for 
free or reduced sports and 
activity fees.

The fees structure has not 
been revisited, probably since 
early 2000, Ronneberg said.

“Athletics and activities 
provide a window into our 
district,” Ronneberg said.

Parking fees were also dis-
cussed at the work session. 

“That will likely be low-
ered,” Ronneberg said in the 
phone interview. 

Spring Lake Park now 
charges an annual fee of 
$70 per trimester for park-
ing in the school’s lots. 

By comparison, the neigh-
boring Mounds View and 
Irondale high schools’ park-
ing fees are $225 annually.

A total of 243 annual 
permits were sold to Spring 
Lake Park students this 
year, said Colleen Peder-
son, director of District 16’s 
community education.

“This is an area where 
we can provide a little relief  
and build some good will,” 
Boardmember Jim Amund-
son said.

The district plans to set 
up a community task force 
focusing on student activi-
ties. The idea is to partner 
with booster clubs, to in-
crease student enrollment 
in activities, examine fee 
structures and to enhance 
partnerships with Panther 
youth sports. More specific 
information will be avail-
able this fall.

“The good news is we 
continue to see an increased 
level of involvement in ac-
tivities,” Ronneberg said.

Branding
District 16 continues to 

strive for a consistency in 
branding.

Boardmember Marilyn 
Forsberg held up Spring 
Lake Park brochures from a 
variety of district programs.

“They don’t look like 
they were from the same 
place,” she said. “I’m won-
dering if  we need to do 
something that is more 
consistent, that we become 
more recognizable.”

“It’s actually been a fo-
cus for the last couple of 
few years,” Ronneberg said, 
but “it’s not where we want 
it to be.”

Further, the group spoke 
about maintaining a consis-
tency in its logo and print 
on T-shirts and athletic ap-
parel. Forsberg noted dis-
tricts that have logos on 
third grade T-shirts. When 
students attend fourth-
grade at a different build-
ing, the logo remains the 
same. “It seems to me, that 
parents would really appre-

ciate that, gee, I don’t have 
to throw away my elemen-
tary shirt, ...it can be worn 
again next year,” she said. 

Most district letterheads 
now have a similar logo of 
three students with arms 
outstretched and standing 
by a tree,

“The trees they have 
work well for a newsletter 
or a letterhead, but they 
don’t work well for a letter 
jacket,” Ronneberg said.

Ronneberg said the next 
step would be to look at con-
sistency in the area of sports 
and athletics branding. 

The work session was for 
informational purposes only. 
No decisions were made. 

Elyse Kaner is at  
elyse.kaner@ecm-inc.com

Huff named new 
director of Free2B!

Jim Huff

Free To Be, Inc. has 
named Jim Huff as its new 
executive director. 

Huff joined the Free To 
Be team June 17. 

Educated at Clinton Col-
lege in upstate New York, 
Huff brings more than 25 
years of nonprofit leader-
ship experience to the orga-
nization, including several 
years as an active Free To 
Be, Inc. board member.

Specializing in business 
development and market-
ing, Huff has a proven track 
record for consistently de-
livering exceptional results, 
building cohesive working 
relationships, engaging in 
strategic and organizational 
planning and executing fi-
duciary accountability, ac-
cording to James Kugler, 

president, Free To Be Board 
of Directors.

“He credits his family as 
the source of his uncompro-
mising and passionate com-
mitment to helping others,” 
Kugler said. 

Huff’s father was a min-
ister and prison chaplain; 
his mother volunteered her 
time to the inmates’ fami-
lies. 

Huff and his wife have 
two grown children, includ-
ing a daughter who has a 
developmental disability. 

Between his personal 
and professional lives, Jim 
has spent more than 30 
years improving the lives of 
people with disabilities, Ku-
gler said. 

Huff is an active member 

of the Twin Cities North 
and MetroNorth chambers 
of commerce, Toastmas-
ters International, Business 
Networking International 
and various other business 
and networking groups. 

“We welcome his expe-
rience and look forward 
to his years of leadership,” 
Kugler said.

Blaine Police RePoRts
Theft, Burglary

• On June 15 at 8:09 p.m. 
in the 9850 block of Polk 
Street NE, a man called to 
report that another man 
had stolen a surveillance 
system camera.

• On June 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the 1860 block of 117th Av-
enue NE, a fraud situation 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 12:28 p.m. 
in the 450 block of Pleasure 
Creek NE, an identity theft 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 580 block of North-
town Drive NE, it was re-
ported that a thief  who 
stole wallet from a purse 
used three credit cards at 
businesses.

• On June 18 at 7:55 a.m. 
in the 700 block of 89th Av-
enue NE, it was reported 
that power tools were stolen 
from a construction site.

• On June 18 at 9:23 a.m. 
in the 2200 block of 107th 
Lane NE, a trailer theft was 
reported.

• On June 19 at 8:36 a.m. 
in the 1410 block of 90th 
Lane NE, it was reported 
that someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole a 
backpack that contained a 
Dell laptop computer.

• On June 19 at 11:31 
a.m. in the 11500 block of 
Ulysses Street NE, theft of 
materials from a job site 
was reported.

• On June 20 at 9:43 p.m. 
in the 8560 block of Central 
Avenue NE, a bicycle theft 
was reported.
Criminal Property Damage

• On June 14 at 2:30 a.m. 

at the intersection of Polk 
Street NE and 99th Avenue 
NE, a smashed vehicle win-
dow was reported.

• On June 15 at 11:13 
p.m. in the 12900 block of 
Taylor Street NE, it was 
reported that someone had 
driven through a yard and 
garden two separate times 
over the last day.

• On June 16 at 1:08 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Ulyss-
es Street NE, a smashed ve-
hicle window was reported.

Assaults
• On June 15 at 7:39 p.m. 

in the 1700 block of 105th 
Avenue NE, a man pushed 
another man over in his 
chair after they had an ar-
gument about whose soc-
cer team had the right to 
use a field and the man sit-
ting done made a comment 
about the other team always 
losing to theirs. The man 
who pushed the other man 
that was sitting down was 
issued a citation for assault.

• On June 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
in the 9070 block of Terrace 
Road NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 16 at 8:15 p.m. 
in the 9130 block of Peters-
burg Street NE, a man was 
arrested for assaulting a 
woman.

• On June 18 at 7:06 p.m. 
in the 10100 block of Taylor 
Street NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 18 at 9:27 p.m. 
in the 590 block of 100th 
Court NE, a man was ar-
rested for assaulting his son.

• On June 19 at 10:46 
p.m. in the 12500 block of 
Quemoy Street NE. a man 
was arrested for assaulting 

his wife.
DWIs

• On June 16 at 8:59 p.m. 
in the 12400 block of Ab-
erdeen Street NE, a man 
passed out behind the wheel 
of a vehicle was arrested for 
DWI.

Miscellaneous
• On June 14 at 4:11 p.m. 

in the 10300 block of Cen-
tral Avenue NE. a man be-
ing arrested for burglary of 
a business was found to have 
Schedule 2 prescription pills 
and marijuana on him.

• On June 14 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the 380 block of North-
town Drive NE, two people 
were arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance 
and drug paraphernalia.

• On June 15 at 2:18 a.m. 
in the 200 block of Bengal 
Drive NE, an officer found a 
woman lying on a bike trail, 
who said she fell off  her 
bike. She had a pipe com-
monly that had residue in-
side that tested positive for 
meth. She was arrested and 
booked on a probable felony 
drug possession charge.

• On June 15 at 3:33 a.m. 
at the intersection of High-
way 10 NE and Central Av-
enue NE, an officer found 
needles, pills and a sub-
stance that tested positive 
for meth inside a vehicle. 
Two people were arrested.

• On June 19 at 7:26 p.m. 
at the intersection of Able 
Street NE and County Road 
10 NE, a man who had been 
stopped for not wearing his 
seat belt fled on foot and 
was stopped a few blocks 
away. Police located a black 
case containing meth. The 
man was arrested.

A public service of  this newspaper

Few gifts actually improve with age.
Your bank sells one of them.

Drinking and Driving:
A Disaster

Waiting to Happen
When you head out to celebrate this weekend, 

use your head.  
If you plan to drink alcohol,

you can avoid a disaster by appointing
a designated driver, 

calling a cab or using public transportation.

By Elyse Kaner
Staff Writer
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Around Anoka County

District 16 School Board discusses fees and branding
by Elyse Kaner
Staff  Writer

In a continuous improve-
ment effort, the Spring Lake 
Park District 16 School 
Board looked into student 
fees for athletics and activi-
ties and district branding at 
its June 25 work session.

“We don’t anticipate any 
changes in fees for this fall,” 
Superintendent Jeff  Ronne-
berg said in a phone interview.

At the work session, 
Ronneberg offered fee com-
parisons of area districts, 
with District 16 falling “in 
the middle” range, he said.

Currently, District 16’s 
fees are lower than a major-
ity of neighboring districts, 
including Anoka-Hennepin, 

Centennial and Mounds 
View. District 16’s fees are 
higher than Fridley’s, ac-
cording to Ronneberg. 

SLP students now pay a 
$200 participation fee for 
their first sport, $150 for the 
second and $125 for a third 
sport.

Activity fees, such as 
marching band or partici-
pating in the school musi-
cal, are $50 per activity.

Students receiving free or 
reduced lunches qualify for 
free or reduced sports and 
activity fees.

The fees structure has not 
been revisited, probably since 
early 2000, Ronneberg said.

“Athletics and activities 
provide a window into our 
district,” Ronneberg said.

Parking fees were also dis-
cussed at the work session. 

“That will likely be low-
ered,” Ronneberg said in the 
phone interview. 

Spring Lake Park now 
charges an annual fee of 
$70 per trimester for park-
ing in the school’s lots. 

By comparison, the neigh-
boring Mounds View and 
Irondale high schools’ park-
ing fees are $225 annually.

A total of 243 annual 
permits were sold to Spring 
Lake Park students this 
year, said Colleen Peder-
son, director of District 16’s 
community education.

“This is an area where 
we can provide a little relief  
and build some good will,” 
Boardmember Jim Amund-
son said.

The district plans to set 
up a community task force 
focusing on student activi-
ties. The idea is to partner 
with booster clubs, to in-
crease student enrollment 
in activities, examine fee 
structures and to enhance 
partnerships with Panther 
youth sports. More specific 
information will be avail-
able this fall.

“The good news is we 
continue to see an increased 
level of involvement in ac-
tivities,” Ronneberg said.

Branding
District 16 continues to 

strive for a consistency in 
branding.

Boardmember Marilyn 
Forsberg held up Spring 
Lake Park brochures from a 
variety of district programs.

“They don’t look like 
they were from the same 
place,” she said. “I’m won-
dering if  we need to do 
something that is more 
consistent, that we become 
more recognizable.”

“It’s actually been a fo-
cus for the last couple of 
few years,” Ronneberg said, 
but “it’s not where we want 
it to be.”

Further, the group spoke 
about maintaining a consis-
tency in its logo and print 
on T-shirts and athletic ap-
parel. Forsberg noted dis-
tricts that have logos on 
third grade T-shirts. When 
students attend fourth-
grade at a different build-
ing, the logo remains the 
same. “It seems to me, that 
parents would really appre-

ciate that, gee, I don’t have 
to throw away my elemen-
tary shirt, ...it can be worn 
again next year,” she said. 

Most district letterheads 
now have a similar logo of 
three students with arms 
outstretched and standing 
by a tree,

“The trees they have 
work well for a newsletter 
or a letterhead, but they 
don’t work well for a letter 
jacket,” Ronneberg said.

Ronneberg said the next 
step would be to look at con-
sistency in the area of sports 
and athletics branding. 

The work session was for 
informational purposes only. 
No decisions were made. 

Elyse Kaner is at  
elyse.kaner@ecm-inc.com

Huff named new 
director of Free2B!

Jim Huff

Free To Be, Inc. has 
named Jim Huff as its new 
executive director. 

Huff joined the Free To 
Be team June 17. 

Educated at Clinton Col-
lege in upstate New York, 
Huff brings more than 25 
years of nonprofit leader-
ship experience to the orga-
nization, including several 
years as an active Free To 
Be, Inc. board member.

Specializing in business 
development and market-
ing, Huff has a proven track 
record for consistently de-
livering exceptional results, 
building cohesive working 
relationships, engaging in 
strategic and organizational 
planning and executing fi-
duciary accountability, ac-
cording to James Kugler, 

president, Free To Be Board 
of Directors.

“He credits his family as 
the source of his uncompro-
mising and passionate com-
mitment to helping others,” 
Kugler said. 

Huff’s father was a min-
ister and prison chaplain; 
his mother volunteered her 
time to the inmates’ fami-
lies. 

Huff and his wife have 
two grown children, includ-
ing a daughter who has a 
developmental disability. 

Between his personal 
and professional lives, Jim 
has spent more than 30 
years improving the lives of 
people with disabilities, Ku-
gler said. 

Huff is an active member 

of the Twin Cities North 
and MetroNorth chambers 
of commerce, Toastmas-
ters International, Business 
Networking International 
and various other business 
and networking groups. 

“We welcome his expe-
rience and look forward 
to his years of leadership,” 
Kugler said.

Blaine Police RePoRts
Theft, Burglary

• On June 15 at 8:09 p.m. 
in the 9850 block of Polk 
Street NE, a man called to 
report that another man 
had stolen a surveillance 
system camera.

• On June 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the 1860 block of 117th Av-
enue NE, a fraud situation 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 12:28 p.m. 
in the 450 block of Pleasure 
Creek NE, an identity theft 
was reported.

• On June 17 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 580 block of North-
town Drive NE, it was re-
ported that a thief  who 
stole wallet from a purse 
used three credit cards at 
businesses.

• On June 18 at 7:55 a.m. 
in the 700 block of 89th Av-
enue NE, it was reported 
that power tools were stolen 
from a construction site.

• On June 18 at 9:23 a.m. 
in the 2200 block of 107th 
Lane NE, a trailer theft was 
reported.

• On June 19 at 8:36 a.m. 
in the 1410 block of 90th 
Lane NE, it was reported 
that someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole a 
backpack that contained a 
Dell laptop computer.

• On June 19 at 11:31 
a.m. in the 11500 block of 
Ulysses Street NE, theft of 
materials from a job site 
was reported.

• On June 20 at 9:43 p.m. 
in the 8560 block of Central 
Avenue NE, a bicycle theft 
was reported.
Criminal Property Damage

• On June 14 at 2:30 a.m. 

at the intersection of Polk 
Street NE and 99th Avenue 
NE, a smashed vehicle win-
dow was reported.

• On June 15 at 11:13 
p.m. in the 12900 block of 
Taylor Street NE, it was 
reported that someone had 
driven through a yard and 
garden two separate times 
over the last day.

• On June 16 at 1:08 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Ulyss-
es Street NE, a smashed ve-
hicle window was reported.

Assaults
• On June 15 at 7:39 p.m. 

in the 1700 block of 105th 
Avenue NE, a man pushed 
another man over in his 
chair after they had an ar-
gument about whose soc-
cer team had the right to 
use a field and the man sit-
ting done made a comment 
about the other team always 
losing to theirs. The man 
who pushed the other man 
that was sitting down was 
issued a citation for assault.

• On June 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
in the 9070 block of Terrace 
Road NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 16 at 8:15 p.m. 
in the 9130 block of Peters-
burg Street NE, a man was 
arrested for assaulting a 
woman.

• On June 18 at 7:06 p.m. 
in the 10100 block of Taylor 
Street NE, a man was arrest-
ed for assaulting his wife.

• On June 18 at 9:27 p.m. 
in the 590 block of 100th 
Court NE, a man was ar-
rested for assaulting his son.

• On June 19 at 10:46 
p.m. in the 12500 block of 
Quemoy Street NE. a man 
was arrested for assaulting 

his wife.
DWIs

• On June 16 at 8:59 p.m. 
in the 12400 block of Ab-
erdeen Street NE, a man 
passed out behind the wheel 
of a vehicle was arrested for 
DWI.

Miscellaneous
• On June 14 at 4:11 p.m. 

in the 10300 block of Cen-
tral Avenue NE. a man be-
ing arrested for burglary of 
a business was found to have 
Schedule 2 prescription pills 
and marijuana on him.

• On June 14 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the 380 block of North-
town Drive NE, two people 
were arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance 
and drug paraphernalia.

• On June 15 at 2:18 a.m. 
in the 200 block of Bengal 
Drive NE, an officer found a 
woman lying on a bike trail, 
who said she fell off  her 
bike. She had a pipe com-
monly that had residue in-
side that tested positive for 
meth. She was arrested and 
booked on a probable felony 
drug possession charge.

• On June 15 at 3:33 a.m. 
at the intersection of High-
way 10 NE and Central Av-
enue NE, an officer found 
needles, pills and a sub-
stance that tested positive 
for meth inside a vehicle. 
Two people were arrested.

• On June 19 at 7:26 p.m. 
at the intersection of Able 
Street NE and County Road 
10 NE, a man who had been 
stopped for not wearing his 
seat belt fled on foot and 
was stopped a few blocks 
away. Police located a black 
case containing meth. The 
man was arrested.

A public service of  this newspaper

Few gifts actually improve with age.
Your bank sells one of them.

Drinking and Driving:
A Disaster

Waiting to Happen
When you head out to celebrate this weekend, 

use your head.  
If you plan to drink alcohol,

you can avoid a disaster by appointing
a designated driver, 

calling a cab or using public transportation.

By Elyse Kaner
Staff Writer

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
2013 has been a transitional year for Free To Be. We started out the year without an Executive Director. It took us until 
June to recruit and hire Jim Huff. Jim brings over 25 years of experience of working in business development and finance 
in the not for profit world. He is working tirelessly helping us fulfill our mission of providing cars to local families.  
 
Providing cars to local families has always been what we’ve done, but we are now using that as the tag line for Free To 
Be. We are also taking a close look at how we can become more effective in delivering that message to the residents of 
Anoka County. 
 
Our cash position has improved. We received a grant to help us develop a marketing strategy and better define our 
message. One of our greatest challenges is getting our message out to the community. There are many large organi-
zations advertising for donated cars and as a result many cars are leaving our community that would otherwise stay in 
Minnesota and help local families. Free To Be is unique. We have a broad coalition of community sponsors including the 
faith communities, county government, parts suppliers, and repair shops.
 
Jim Huff is working on broadening those relationships. Late last year we were the recipient of a substantial grant from 
the TPC ROSE Foundation. They gave us $87,000 to help us deliver and expand our services to the residents who need 
our help in Anoka County. As a result of our work with the ladies of the TPC ROSE, we were also able to establish a re-
lationship with Carlson Toyota. Most unexpected Carlson Toyota donated a car to Free To Be the night of the TPC ROSE 
Moonlight Gala. The car was presented at Carlson Toyota to a mom who has a six year old son. When asked what she 
was going to do first she replied “I’m going to go pick up my son from school. I have never been able to do that before”. 

Another gift was received by Luther North Country Ford. They donated a beautiful 2004 Ford Freestar. The van was given 
to a mom and her 3 children at our Get Your Taste On fundraiser.  
 
This is an exciting time for Free To Be. We’re working on establishing a sustainable cash flow to meet our expenses. We 
are working on developing a marketing plan to spread the word about the work we do in the community in cooperation 
with faith based organizations, Anoka County, and our sponsors and vendors. We appreciate your prayers and financial 
support.
 

     Jim Kugler
     President of the Board of Directors



STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION

ASSETS     
  2013  2012
                                                                   (Unaudited)     (Audited)
CURRENT ASSETS     
  Cash and cash equivalents $142,356    32,482 
  Certificate of deposit  -      6,098 
  Accounts and grants receivable 1,800    20,976 
  Donated vehicles 18,660    11,100 
  Prepaid expenses 3,310    4,173 

    Total Current Assets 166,126    74,829 
     
PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT 
  Property and equipment 68,840    68,839 
  Less accumulated depreciation 58,840    58,473 

    Net Property and Equipment 10,000    14,366    
 
     

TOTAL ASSETS $176,126    $89,195

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS     
     
CURRENT LIABILITIES     
  Accounts payable $5,875    $9,301 
  Accrued wages and vacation 3,659    7,151 
  Unearned special event revenue 6,038    -   

    Total Current Liabilities 15,572    16,452 
     
NET ASSETS     
  Unrestricted 493,914    57,977 
  Temporarily restricted 16,640    14,766 

    Total Net Assets 160,554    72,743 
     

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $176,126    $89,195 

DECEMBER 31, 2013 AND 2012



2013 (Unaudited) 2012 (Audited)

Unrestricted
Temporarily
Restricted Total Unrestricted

Temporarily
Restricted Total

PUBLIC SUPPORT
  Grants  $199,444  $20,000 $219,444  $107,224  $14,766  $121,990 

  Private Contributions
           
55,198 -            55,198          54,305                   -            54,305 

  In-kind contributions 195,706 -          195,706        306,542                   -          306,542 

      Total Public Support
         

450,348 
            
20,000        470,348        468,071 

          
14,766        482,837 

REVENUES
  Special events, net 34,103 -            34,103          33,564                   -            33,564 

  Program service fees
             

3,000 -              3,000            5,272                   -              5,272 

  Interest income
                  

55 -                   55               202                   -                 202 

  Gain (loss)on disposal of assets -   -   -            (2,204) -            (2,204)

  Other income
                

336 
                       

-                 336               103                   -                 103 

  Total Revenues
           
37,494 

                       
-            37,494          36,937                   -            36,937 

      Net Assets Released from   
         Restrictions

           
18,126 

              
(18,126)           21,822 

         
(21,822)                 -   

      Total Support and Revenues
         

505,968 
                 

1,874        507,842        526,830 
           
(7,056)       519,774 

EXPENSES
  Program services

         
358,068 

                       
-          358,068        534,407                   -          534,407 

  Administrative and general
           
36,649 

                       
-            36,649          40,010                   -            40,010 

  Fundraising
           
25,314 

                       
-            25,314          22,603                   -            22,603 

      Total Expenses
         

420,031 
                       

-          420,031        597,020                   -          597,020 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS
           
85,937 

                 
1,874          87,811        (70,190)

           
(7,056)       (77,246)

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR
           
57,977 14,766 72,743        128,167 

          
21,822        149,989 

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR  $143,914 $16,640  $160,554  $57,977  $14,766  $ 72,743 

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES

ASSETS     
  2013  2012
                                                                   (Unaudited)     (Audited)
CURRENT ASSETS     
  Cash and cash equivalents $142,356    32,482 
  Certificate of deposit  -      6,098 
  Accounts and grants receivable 1,800    20,976 
  Donated vehicles 18,660    11,100 
  Prepaid expenses 3,310    4,173 

    Total Current Assets 166,126    74,829 
     
PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT 
  Property and equipment 68,840    68,839 
  Less accumulated depreciation 58,840    58,473 

    Net Property and Equipment 10,000    14,366    
 
     

TOTAL ASSETS $176,126    $89,195

+

+

+
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS     
     
CURRENT LIABILITIES     
  Accounts payable $5,875    $9,301 
  Accrued wages and vacation 3,659    7,151 
  Unearned special event revenue 6,038    -   

    Total Current Liabilities 15,572    16,452 
     
NET ASSETS     
  Unrestricted 493,914    57,977 
  Temporarily restricted 16,640    14,766 

    Total Net Assets 160,554    72,743 
     

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $176,126    $89,195 

DECEMBER 31, 2013 AND 2012



A LOOK INSIDE THE  2013 DEMOGRAPHICS 

CITIES SERVED

RAMSEY, HAM LAKE, & ANDOVER

WYOMING, STACY, LINO LAKES, LEXINGTON, HILLTOP, & CEDAR
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CHILD SUPPORT

AGES 19-20
FOOD STAMPS

AGES 31-40 MFIP

AGES 41-54 MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

AGES 55-61
RSDI

AGES 62+ SSI
UNEMPLOYMENT

SSDI

DISLOCATED 
WORKER PROGRAM

AGES 21-30

91% 
ARE ON SOME 
FORM OF PUBLIC 
ASSISTANCE



A LOOK INSIDE THE 2013 PROGRESS CHARTS

8,111 HOURS
OUR VOLUNTEERS WORKED
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FAMILIES
IN 2013 
WE SERVED 173



CONTRIBUTERS
Abra Auto Body
Abundant Life Church, Blaine
Allegra
AMRTC Aux Rose Fund 
 Foundation
Andover Wheel & Frame
Anoka Community Action 
 Program, Inc.
Anoka County Community 
 Development Block Grant
Anoka County Transportation 
 Program
Anoka Kiwanis
Anoka Rotary Club
Anoka United Methodist Church
Balloons Galore & More
Barna, Guzy, & Steffen
Beck’s Auto
Bell Mortgage, State Bank, 
 & Trust: Pay It Forward
Blaine Lions Club
Bruce Lee Photography
Central Bank
Community Pride Bank
Connexus Energy
Constance Free Church 
 (Bridgelink), Andover
Coon Rapids Goodyear
Coon Rapids Rotary
Coon Rapids Service
Cotten’s NAPA
Counselor Realty–Danella 
 Swanson-Ness
Cub Foods, Blaine East

Cummins Power Generation
Customgraphix
Dave Steffens Automotive
DFS Communications 
 (Anoka County Online)
ECM
Edina Realty
Elim Baptist Church, Anoka
Epiphany Catholic Church
Faith Lutheran Church, 
 Coon Rapids
Federal Cartridge
Financial One Credit Union
Fridley Lions Club
Glen Cary Lutheran Church, 
 Ham Lake
Grand Casino Mille Lacs 
 & Hinckley
Ham Lake Chamber of Commerce
Ham Lake Lions Club
Hi-Ten Service Center
IBM Community Volunteer Grant
John’s Auto Parts
Mate Precision Tooling
Metro North Chamber of 
 Commerce
Meineke
Nationwide Insurance
North Star Auto Body
Northstar Towing
Otto Bremer Foundation
Perfect 10 Car Wash
PJW Automotive
Prime Advertising

Rasmussen College
Sam’s Club/Walmart Foundation
Sannerud, Savarese & 
 Associates, P.A.
Signs Now
Spring Lake Park Lions Club
St. Paul’s Catholic Church, 
 Ham Lake
St. Philips Lutheran  
 Church, Fridley
St. Stephen’s Catholic 
 Church, Anoka
St. Timothy Catholic 
 Church, Blaine
St. William’s Church, Fridley
Thrivent Financial
Tidbits
TPC ROSE Giving, Inc.
Twin Cities Sports Collectors Club
UltraTech Automotive
Victory Auto Services & Glass
Ward & Co LTD (Bob 106)
Warner Stellian Appliance
WCA Foundation
Wells Fargo Advisors-Dress Down
Women of Messiah

Emmanuel Christian Center: 
Use of Building
Glen Cary Lutheran Church: 
Use of Building



V O L U N T E E R 
& P A R T N E R 
OF THE YEAR AWARDS
Cummins Power Generation was awarded 2012 Partner of the 
Year and Paul Havel, aka Dr. Bones, was named 2012 Volunteer 
of the Year at the Free To Be, Inc. annual Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Dinner on Thursday, May 9, 2013, at the Coon Rapids Dam 
Regional Park. Niki Yuds, Cummins employee and liaison for all 
Cummins volunteers, accepted the award. Cummins employees 
have logged many hours in for Free To Be, volunteering at our 
three major fundraisers. Without their support and manpower, 
we would not be able to hold successful fundraisers. Paul Havel, 
who volunteers as a mechanic at our car repair clinics, has been 
a faithful volunteer for many years, repairing safety issues on 
vehicles so they can continue to be driven. He coined the nick-
name, Dr. Bones, because he is an orthopedic surgeon but also 
for his extensive repertoire of jokes. We are so thankful for the 
volunteers that make our mission possible of Fostering Indepen-
dence by Providing Car Care.

Even though the weather was not the best for a picnic, Sam’s 
Club employees grilled steaks for everyone there. With coats and 
hats on, the volunteers enjoyed, along with the steaks, cheesy 
hash browns, Texas toast, salad and cake.  Without the help of 
the community and corporations, we would be unable to help 
families challenged with transportation issues. 



The eighth annual Taste of Blaine, which took place 
on February 21, was held in the newest building at the 
National Sports Center in Blaine. For the first time, all 
the participants were on one floor, in an 18,000 square 
foot facility. With 750 in attendance and a crew of 
52 volunteers from Cummins, Sam’s Club, and Victory 
Auto, Taste of Blaine was a wonderful and successful 
fundraiser. A net amount of nearly $27,000 will help 
repair a large number of vehicles for Anoka County 
residents who qualify for car repair or car donation. 
Our sponsors contributed almost $12,000 and the rest 
of the funds came from ticket sales, donations, raffle, 
liquor sales, and coat check tips.

THE 2013 
TASTE OF BLAINE

Our mission of Fostering Independence by Providing Car Care is the heart and soul 
of Free To Be. The highlight of the evening was seeing the Mueller family receive the 
keys to a 2000 Nissan Altima. Jeffrey Mueller applied for our program during the 
winter, and he told us that he rode his bicycle to work and back every day. Because 
he works second shift, he would leave work at midnight and ride home. So whether 
it was snowing or below zero, he was riding back and forth to work. It was also the 
only means of travel for he and his fiancée, Katrina, and their one year old son, Ae-
den. It was a great privilege and joy to give Jeff and his family the keys to the Altima. 
The impact this vehicle has had on their lives in indescribably. Our Facebook page 
has the thank you note from Katrina, Jeff, and Aeden. Their words are a powerful 
testimony to what the monies raised at Taste of Blaine can do in lives.

Our cash sponsors this year were Abra Auto Body, Central Bank, Community Pride Bank, Connexus Energy, ECM, 
Financial One Credit Union, Grand Casino Mille Lacs & Hinckley, Mate Precision Tooling, MetroNorth Chamber, 
North Star Towing, Rasmussen College, Sam’s Club, Sannerud, Savarese & Associates, P.A. and Thrivent Financial. 
Our in-kind sponsors were Allegra, Balloons Galore & More, Bruce Lee Photography, Cottens’ NAPA, Cub Foods, 
Customgraphix, DFS Communications, John’s Auto Parts, Signs Now, Tidbits, Victory Auto Service & Glass, and 
Ward & Co., Ltd.

Thirty restaurants served up their unique dishes for all to enjoy. The restaurants were Acapulco Mexican Restau-
rant, Axel’s Bonfire, Bakers Square Restaurant & Pies, Big Dipper Ice Cream, Buffalo Wild Wings, Carol’s, Casa 
Rio Tex Mex, Chili’s, Costco, Cub, Dairy Queen, Dickey’s Barbeque Pit, Dixie Blue BBQ, Dunn Bros Coffee, Edi-
ble Arrangements, Grand Casino Mille Lacs & Hinckley, Hot Wok Delivery, JJ Murphy’s Irish Pub, Leeann Chin, 
Lifestyle Meals, Majestic Oaks Golf Course, National Sports Center Catering Division, Noodles & Company, Olive 
Garden, Panera Bread, Perkins, Sam’s Club, Spectacular Events Catering, Subway, and The Tavern. 



FREE TO BE & METRONORTH 
CHAMBER HOST THE 2013 
SUMMER FOOD FEST
Free To Be, Inc. and MetroNorth Chamber of Commerce 
joined forces and held their third annual Summer Food 
Fest on June 20, 2013, at Acatore Park in Blaine. With a 
net profit of nearly $16,000 being divided between the 
two nonprofits, Summer Food Fest was a success. Finan-
cial One Credit Union, Nationwide Insurance, Rasmussen 
College and Mate Precision Tooling sponsored this event, 
along with twenty local restaurants, CUB Foods, Costco, 
and Toys For Joy lining the walkway through the middle 
of the park to create a food eating festival. Cookie walk, 
clowns, music, temporary tattoos, and an inflatable were 
also part of the family friendly fundraiser. With the help 
of 30 volunteers from Cummins Power Generation, Sam’s 
Club and victory Auto Service & Glass, Summer Food Fest 
was the high point of summer.

THE 2013 

SUMMER 
FOOD FEST

Those in attendance were able to witness a special 
event when Jim Huff, executive director of Free 
To Be, presented the keys to a 1998 Honda Ac-
cord to Kristina Krone. Kristina is a single mom 
who is working very hard to make a better life 
for herself and her children. She is attending 
school and actively job searching, but was be-
ing held back because she had no transporta-
tion to her daycare and other appointments. 
Her story is not unique. We have other families 
wanting to become or remain self-sufficient, 
but their need for transportation is a stumbling 
block to their success. Vehicle donation and re-
pair is what Free To Be is all about.



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jim Huff

BUSINESS & FINANCE MANAGER
Lori Chaddock

TOWING COORDINATOR
Tom Kosel

PRESIDENT
James Kugler

Kugler Financial 
Services

VICE PRESIDENT
Nicole Swanson 
Anoka County Job 

Training Center

SECRETARY
Sandy Foiland 

Anoka County 
Workforce Center

TREASURER
Previn Solberg 

Financial One 
Credit Union

Amy Cabot 
St. Stephens Church

Myles Engelstad 
Faith Lutheran Church

Rich Krusemark 
R2K Solutions

Ron Nordin 
Mary T Inc.

Jeff Matt 
Victory Auto Service and Glass

Don Strenge  
Free2B! Volunteer

Ben Wolff 
Sam’s Club
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Matt & Pickle

www.honest1anoka.com
“Your Full Service, Eco-Friendly Dealership Alternative”

2701 Fairoak Ave., Anoka, MN 55303 • 763-270-0424

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
• A 3 year/36,000 Mile Warranty • Complimentary Shuttle Service

• WIFI, Workstation, Kid’s Play Area
• Complimentary Roadside Assistance (See store for details)

Open M-F 7am-7pm Sat. 8am-4pm

Now open
until 7pm
for your

convenience!

Don’t Slip and
Slide this Winter!

TIRE SALE
• Free alignment check
• Free tire rotation for the life of the tires
Most major brands offered
Let us talk to you about the best tire option
for you and your vehicle!

Winter Prep Package

SLIDING SCALE
SPECIAL

$3999

SEMI-SyNThETIC OIL ChANGE
$1799 Includes a complete vehicle inspection

• $25 off Service Over $200

• $50 off Service Over $400

• $75 off Service Over $600

Coupon may not be combined with any other offers. Excludes tires and batteries. For a limited time only. Valid only at Anoka, Honest-1 location.

Shop supplies and taxes extra. Most cars/light trucks. Oil change includes
up to 5 qts. of synthetic blend oil and new standard spin on oil filter.
Coupon may not be combined with any other programs, discounts
or offers. Expires in 6 weeks. Valid only at Anoka, Honest-1 location.

A $140 Value!
• Synthetic blend lube, oil, and filter
• Tire rotation
• Battery and electrical system inspection
• Cooling and heating system inspection
* Cannot combine with any other offers. For a limited time only.

Valid only at Anoka, Honest-1 location

Keep Your Vehicle Running All Year Long
Multi Punch
Oil Change

Card $4495
($550 Value)

FuLL SyNThETIC OIL ChANGE
$25 OFF

• All fluid levels check
• Suspension check
• Light check
• Radiator & Coolant check

• Brakes & hoses
check

• Tire safety check
• Plus… Road Test!

ACU

ACU

Man’s Question - God’s Answer
Independent Baptist Church of Ramsey

ChoiCes in the new Year
This time of year, many people make New Year resolutions. Often they are
resolution/promises for self improvement physically, mentally, financially,
educationally, or in regard to familymatters. Some people even promise to volunteer
more and help their fellow mankind more. These are not bad things. The problem
is that after a while thoughts of improvement wear off. People forget about the
promises that were made and continue on with their normal lives again. What needs
to change is our choices. Life is full of choices. Choices we make send us down the
path of life and eventually determine our eternal destiny. Instead of turning over a
new leaf, how about turning your life over to Jesus Christ? We can’t always keep our
promises, but God does. When He says in Romans 10:13, For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved, He promised salvation to all who would
believe. That is why He came to earth in the form of a baby - to die on the cross of
Calvary. When He spoke His last words, It is finished,
before He died (John 19:30), He declared that He has
done it all. No works that individuals can do will
ever help to get them into Heaven. Won’t you make
the biggest choice in your life today? It is as simple as
A,B,C: Admit you are a sinner, Believe that He died
for your sins and rose again, and Confess your sin to
Him, today. that is the best choice for the new Year!

Pastor & Mrs. Matt Lendt

For information or transportation call
Pastor Matt Lendt (763) 421-3050

www.ibcramsey.com pastor@ibcramsey.com

Need to
renew your

subscription?

abcnewspapers.com

Ramsey council approves 32 
single-family homes in final plat
by Eric Hagen
Staff  Writer

The Brookfield hous-
ing development took 
another step toward com-
pletion with Ramsey City 
Council approval of a fi-
nal plat Dec. 10.

Ramsey’s own Cap-
stone Homes will be con-
structing the 32 single-
family homes included in 
this final plat and is slated 
to complete the remain-
ing 45 lots over the next 
several years, according 
to Chris Anderson, asso-
ciate planner.

The council had ap-
proved a preliminary plat 
of 77 single-family homes 
Oct. 22.

All of these proper-

ties were part of a devel-
opment of 241 single-
family homes for which 
the council approved the 
preliminary plat in 2005. 
Oakwood Land Devel-
opment started the proj-
ect, but had to turn the 
remaining property over 
to 21st Century Bank in 
2009, according to Tim 
Gladhill, development 
services manager.

“This would essen-
tially finish off  what had 
already been approved in 
2005,” Anderson said of 
the 77 homes remaining 
to be built in the south-
east corner of the Brook-
field development.

At the time the coun-
cil approved the most re-
cent preliminary plat in 
late October, the city was 
wondering if  this new ad-

dition could be part of a 
homeowners association 
with the rest of the neigh-
borhood. 

Gladhill said the 
streets and a pond with-
in the development are 
supposed to be privately 
maintained, but the last 
homeowners association 
fell apart.

According to Ander-
son, the city has not heard 
anything further on status 
of a new homeowners as-
sociation.

“As a city we can’t re-
quire formation of a ho-
meowners association 
with a development,” An-
derson said.

Eric Hagen is at  
eric.hagen@ecm-inc.com

Beginning Jan. 2 busi-
ness hours at the Ramsey 
License Center have been 
adjusted to add Tuesday 
morning hours.

New business hours 
for the Ramsey License 
Center only will be 8:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Wednesday 
Thursday and Friday. 

Wednesday hours will be 
8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The Ramsey License 
Center has also started 
accepting applications 
for Minnesota birth and 
death certificates, first-
time Minnesota driver’s 
permits, driver’s licenses 
and Minnesota state 
identification cards. Writ-

ten and road tests for 
driver’s permit/license 
cannot be completed at 
the Ramsey or any other 
Anoka County License 
Center.

For a complete list of 
Anoka County license 
centers locations and 
business hours, go to 
anokacounty.us/license.

Ramsey License Center  
adds Tuesday hours for 2014

By Eric Hagen
Staff Writer

by Sue Austreng
Staff  writer

Brittney Oelmann was given 
keys to a 1999 Toyota Corolla 
when Free to Be presented the 
one-owner, trade-in vehicle to the 
Fridley resident Dec. 18.

Thrilled to have her own 
wheels, Oelmann said the presen-
tation was “perfect timing.”

“It’s Christmas and look what 
I got,” she said, her eyes twinkling 
as she walked around the car and 
imagined trips to the grocery store, 
to the doctor’s office, to job inter-
views and back and forth to her 
six-year-old son Lijah’s school.

“I’ve been borrowing my 
mom’s car to do everything. Now 
I have my own car. This is great,” 
Oelmann said.

The presentation was made in 
the Carlson Toyota, Coon Rap-
ids, showroom and keys were pre-
sented to Oelmann by TPC ROSE 
President Janet Juenemann as fel-
low Rose Giving, Inc. representa-
tives and Free to Be board mem-
bers looked on. 

TPC ROSE adopted Free to Be 
car care solutions as beneficiary 
of its 2013 Rose Giving fundrais-
ing endeavors and had earlier pre-
sented an $87,000 check to Free to 
Be Executive Director Jim Huff as 
a result.

Sue Austreng is at  
sue.austreng@ecm-inc.com

Fridley woman receives Toyota, thanks to Free to Be
TPC ROSE sets 

fundraising 
record with $87,000  

donation to Free To Be
TPC ROSE, a non-profit group 

of women affiliated with TPC Twin 
Cities, Blaine, presented a check 
Dec. 17 for $87,000 to its 2013 ben-
eficiary, Free To Be, Inc.

The money was raised primarily 
through a summer golf  tournament 
and a fall gala. This was the largest 
check TPC ROSE has presented to a 
local charity since forming in 2008.

Jim Huff, Free To Be executive di-
rector, thanked TPC ROSE and the 
community members who partici-
pated in its fundraising efforts. The 
funds will go a long way toward re-
pairing cars or donating cars to peo-
ple in Anoka County who struggle 
with transportation issues, he said.

At the TPC ROSE fall gala, Paige 
Swenson announced that Carlson 
Toyota, Coon Rapids, would donate 
a used car to Free To Be. The keys 
were given to Brittney Oelmann 
Dec. 18 at Carlson Toyota with TPC 
ROSE members in attendance. 

About TPC ROSE
ROSE stands for reach out, serve, 

empower. TPC ROSE is a group of 
some four dozen TPC Twin Cities 
women members who share a com-
mitment to make a difference in the 
community. Each year, the group 
hosts fundraisers to support a select-
ed local nonprofit. Since founding 
in 2008, the group has raised more 
than $322,000 for area causes. Learn 
more at tpcrose.com.

By Sue Austreng
Staff Writer

TPC ROSE President Janet Juenemann presents the keys to Brittney Oelmann as fel-
low Rose Giving, Inc. representatives and Free to Be board members look on. 

Photos by Sue Austreng

Above: Brittney Oelmann proudly takes the driver’s seat in a 1999 Toyota Corolla presented 
by Free to Be at Carlson Toyota, Coon Rapids, Dec. 18. The car had been a once-owned, trade-
in vehicle donated by Carlson Toyota to Free to Be as a “car care solution” for Oelmann.  
Below:  TPC ROSE President Janet Juenemann presents an $87,000 check to Free to Be Execu-
tive Director Jim Huff. Photo courtesy of TPC ROSE/Rose Giving, Inc.
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Life has a way of wearing you down when facing struggle upon struggle. There were curveballs that I never 
planned on and definitely could not seem to manage at times when it was one after another. I started losing 
faith in myself and become depressed. I never thought I would find the light at the end of the tunnel until 
I heard of Free2B. The respectful and caring staff treated me as a worthy person as they listened to my sit-
uation and provided an application to the program. Once approved for a vehicle, the light started shining 
brightly as I did not have to worry about getting back and forth to my new job. What a relief that is when 
everything in my world was falling apart! I now began to have HOPE for brighter days because of the gra-
cious, generous gift I had received. There is a little bounce in my step and faith in the future because this 
organization took the time and effort to help me get on my feed again. I can never THANK YOU enough for 
the wonderful gift of HOPE you have provided.

           Full of gratitude,

            Donna

My heart is overwhelmed with joy and gratitude for the donation of my family’s new car. On February 21, 
2013 I experienced the ultimate compassion and generosity I had never before seen from such an amazing 
community of people. Your program has forever changed the course of my life and that of my fiancé and son 
as well. I want all of you to know that you have made it possible for me to complete my college education 
(I am majoring in health information technology) and now with transportation I will be able to make it to 
my required internships. My finance no longer has to ride his bike from home from work in below freezing 
temperatures in the middle of the night. I can look back now with admiration for his hard work and deter-
mination to keep a roof over our heads, the bills paid, and food in our fridge. But what brings me the most 
peace and happiness is knowing that I can take my son to his Dr.’s appointments safely. Before we received 
the car, I lived in fear that he would become sick or injured and I would have no way to take him to the 
hospital. Jeff and I have so many plans now to bring our son to places that will enrich his life experiences; 
such as: museums, the aquarium, libraries, play groups etc. Without your program this would have been 
nearly impossible. Even going to the grocery store has become exciting! Before we could only get the bare 
minimum that we could carry home, now we are able to plan family meals together. I hope that one day 
soon I will be in a position where I can give back to my community as well and hopefully change a person’s 
life for the better. Free to Be has certainly changed my family’s life in such an amazing way, enabling us the 
freedom to succeed in our goals and aspirations. Words cannot express how grateful we are, I hope you will 
be able to see it in our actions and progress as we will keep you posted on our new endeavors and accom-
plishments. Thank you again.

         Sincerely,

         Katrina, Jeff & Aeden

T H A N K  Y O U



R E P A I R  &  D O N A T I O N  S I T E  F O R  2 0 1 3

Please check our web site for all locations: www.freetobeinc.org

A U T O  P A R T S  S U P P L I E D  A T  A  D I S C O U N T

Cotten’s NAPA Auto Parts • John’s Auto Parts and LKQ Viking Auto Salvage • U.S. AutoForce

O N E  A  M O N T H  R E P A I R  S I T E S

Andover Wheel & Frame • Beck’s Auto • Coon Rapids Goodyear • Coon Rapids Service 
Cylinder Head Express • Dave Steffens Automotive • Hi-Ten Service Center 

In The Works Auto Body and Paint • Meineke • North Star Auto Body • North Star Towing
Perfect 10 Car Wash • PJW Automotive • UltraTech Automotive, Inc.

Our One A Month repair sites repair donated vehicles for us free of labor charges. 
We would not be able to continue our car donation program without their support.

E D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M

U of M Extension Dollars Into Sense • Basic Vehicle Maintenance/Budget Management  

Attended by Free To Be Clients in 2013



UPCOMING EVENTS

GRAPHIC DESIGN AS A CONTRIBUTION: Minuteman Press New Brighton

ANNUAL REPORT PRINTING AS A CONTRIBUTION: Customgraphix

CAR CARE SATURDAY CLASSROOM USE: Emmanuel Christian Center

CAR CARE SATURDAY CLASSROOM USE: Glen Cary Lutheran Church

CAR CARE SATURDAY SHOP SPACE: Victory Auto Service & Glass

PUBLISHING: ECM Publishers, Prime Advertising and Tidbits

September 11, 2014 Fall Festival Location to be announced

February 26, 2015 Get Your Taste On National Sports Center, Blaine

Please check our web site for additional events.

A  S P E C I A L  T H A N K  Y O U  T O  T H E  F O L L O W I N G :
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